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_ . The purpose of this publicatien is to distribute information on aeronautics 
-to tne flying personnel in the Regular-Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and 
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Others connected with aviation. 


AERIAL FHOTCGRAPYIC QUICK-"CRK AT WRIGHT FIELD 
By 4.F. Stiffler 


For many years the Air Corps has had 
need of a system by which nhotographs 
may be produced in an airplune chile 
flying, within five to eight minutes! 
time after exposure. Such a system 
would be irveluable in war time as-a 
means of obtaining information from be- 
hind enemy lines regarding troop acti- 
vities, results of bombing missions, 
location of readily movable equipment, 
naval convoy disvosition, or it may be 
used for the direction of artillery 
fire. (The earlier attempts to preduce 
the qui ck-worrkk system were held back 
chiefly throuch: lack of interest in 
this development: throughout phe service 
and by the danger to the airplene struc- 
ture and controls from rapid corrosion 
caused by processing solutiéns). To de- 
velop a picture repidly, the solutions 
used contain a very uuch greater ver- 
centage of acids and alkaliés than for 
no rocessing, and pest experience 
‘shows thst control cables are quickly 
ruined by any contact with jhem. There- 
fore, any equipment used while in 
‘flight mst be so desiged as to prevent 
spilling of the solutions onto the air- 
plene. 

os the year_1949, employees of 
the Photogrephic Laboratory at Wright 
field developed a quick-work mit, in- 
cluding a lisht-weight 5" x 7" camera 
of 20-inch focal lenzth equipped with 
focal plane shutter with sneecs up to 
1/500-second. This camera is provided 
with a reflex attachment, as it is-in- 
tended for use with reversal type paper 
*o make direct positive pictures. The 
Squipment includes special paper hold- 
ers and a develcping tenk. The devel- 
oping tank is provided with automatic 
refrigerating and heating units to 
maintain the exact temperature required 
for the processing of direct positive 


eper. 
This unit was given an abbreviated 
‘service test in conjunction with the 
Third Army Meneuvers in Louisiana in 
May, 1940. The results were satisfac- . 
tory with the exception that the eml- 
sion of the direct positive paper can 


not at present be made: sufficiently 
fast ‘to permit photogranhy in the early 
morning and late evening hours. for 
tiis reason, it was decided to make a 
unit ‘which would nroduce a negative and 
a print, to utilize the much higher 
speed of emulsion of the standard 
aerial film. This requires that both 
film end paver be processed in the air- 
plane and that a portable printer be 
provided. However, in addition to 


‘greater emilsion speed, this system 


rovides for making more then one pic~ 
ure from each exposure, if desired, 
and vermits a wider renge of tempera- 
tures of the processing solutions. 

In the develovment of the latter 
system, it was decided to change the 
size from 5" x 7" to 8" x 10" to make 
it adaptable for use with the standard 
K-3B Camera until special quick-work 
cameras cen be provided. It is also 
suitable for use with the K-12 Night 
Photography Cemera. Tests were con- 
ducted until processing solutions were 
found which permit the developing pro~ 
cess to be acenmplished at temperatures 
as high es 80°F, This eliminates the 
need of the heavy and complicated re- 
frigeretion unit. Proper temerature 
is maintained by an electric heater ele- 
ment vhich is an integral nart of the 
developer tank. The same solutions are 
used for the processing of both the 
film and the paper. ; 

The paner holder is made of material 
which is imvervious to the photographic 
solutions so that it may be used for 

rocessing the film or paper. Hach ~ 

older is designed to be light-tight in 
the developer tenk with the dark slide 
withdrawn, thus eliminating the need of 
a dark room. The developer is a row of 
five 1/2-gallon tanks, assembled as a 
unit and insulated against heat trans- 
fer. Four tanks are for processing sol- 
utions and the fifth is for the storage 
of the wet exposed film in a preserva- 
tive solution. Each of the four solu- 
tion tanks is equipped with an artomat- 
ic trap door, which opens inward, to 
prevent splashing. 
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The printer is equipped with an ap- 
proximation of a point source of light 
which is located at the top of the 

rinter. The light travels to the bot- 
om where a mirror reflects it to the 
teape surface. The result is that 
he effective ~ rays are only 
slightly diffused and are sufficiently 
parallel to produce a sher: 
when the negetive and print paper are 
not in contact. This permits he use 
of a layer of "Kodapak" over the wet 
negative to protect the paper from 
moisture. <A light-tight fabric hood, 
with arm holes, encloses the top of the 
printer to be used for placing the 
rinting ay on the negative, and for 
oading the exposed paper in a holder 
for processing. ace is provided in 
the side of the printer for safe stor- 
age of three grades of printing paver. 

After a piece of the film has been 
€xposed and the dark slide of the 
holder closed, the holder is removed 
from the camera and inserted in the 
first of the row of five tanks, which 
contains the developer solution. The 
dark slide is then withdrawn. After 
one minute in this tank, the dark slide 
is again closed ena the holcer trans- 
ferred to the second tank, end so on 
until the processing is complete. The 
wet negative is removed from the holder 
gnd placed on the printer; a piece of 
Kodapak" is laid over it and a squeegee 
used to force all the water and air 
bubbles from underneath. The light- 
tight printer hood is zipped shut, the 


print even 


Operator inserts his arms through the 
armholes and exposes the paper in the 
usual manner. The exposed paper is 


then inserted in a dry film holder, and 
the holder is removed from the hood. 

The print is processed in the tanks in 
the same manner as the film and: then 
be immediately removed from the holder 
and placed in a metal container with 
streamer attached and dropped from the 


one ; 
While the present equipment is still 
in the experimental stage, satisfactory 
prints have been produced with it while 


in flight in seven minutes from the 
time ot e sure c” the film. Tests 
indicate that a satisfactory solution 


to the quick-work pvrogran is within 
a 5 and it is expected that stand- 
ardization and procurement for service 
test will be accoimtplished in the near 
future. 


---000--— 
The Signal Section, _- end Haqrs. 
on, Southeast Air District, and 
the 3llst Si Co. (Aviation), with 


& strength at present of about 200 of- 
icers and men,are slated soon to move 
rom their present station, Familton 

Field, to March Field, Calif. 
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THE "WING DING" AT BOLLING FIELD 


With 18 Air Co 
resent, a "Wing 





7 general officers 
ield gymasium on Wednes night, 
Jam eend, honored Mr. Robert A. 
Lovett, Special Assistant to the Secre- 
tary of War, with a gala Tor of 
"oiad rags" and service hospitality 
Anproximately 300 persons, all Air _ 
Corps officers or officers on duty with 
the Air + 1 in Washington and vicini- 
attended. 
eaturing the program was an “off-the- 
record" discussion of Air Corps matters 
by Major General Henry H. Arnold, Chief 
of the Air Corps. Mr. Lovett spoke 
briefly in acknowledging his pleasure 
at being associated with the Air ese 
in the War Department. jor Gener 
rag C. Brett, Acting Chief of the 
Air Corps, was toastmaster. 

General officers seated at the speak- 
ers’ table included Lieut. General 
Delos C. Hnmons, Commanding General of 
the GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va.; - 
Major General Arnold; Major General 
Barton K. Yount, Commanding General of 
the Southeast Air District, Tampa, Fla., 
and the following brigadier generals; 

Arnold_N. Krogstad, Gerald C. Brant, 
Rush B. Lincoln, Walter R. Weaver, 
Walter H. Frank, Lewis H. Brereton, 
Clarence L. Tinker, Millard F. Harmon, 
Herbert A. Dargue, Davenport Johnson, 


Carl Spaatz, John B. Brooks, Clinton W. 
Russell and Carlyle H. Wash. An ji1- 
ness liver 


revented ie eel General 

P. Echols, Chief of the Materiel Divi- 
sion, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, from attending. 

Lieut. Colonel Edmund W. Hill, Com- 
manding Officer of Bolling Field, was 
in charge of arrangements for the "Wing 
Ding." He was assis*:° by Major Wm. M. 
Lanagen, Air Corps. 

---000--- 


FURSUITERS RETURN FROM GUNNERY PRACTICE 


The 41st Pursuit Squadron, 3lst Pur- 
suit Group, recently returned to Self- 
ridge Field, Mich., from ~ a4 Skeel, 
Oscoda, Mich., where it had been under- 
going aerial gunnery training. The or- 

anization, commanded by Captain Paul 

. Wurtsmith, resumed its routine 
flight and tactical training at its 
home station. 

The 41st Squadron is part of the Jlst 
Pursuit yf which is expected to be 
trensferred to Fort Vayne, Ind., as 
soon as construction of the new air baso 
at that place is completed. Taking the: 
Place of the 41st Squadron at Osco 
will be the 322nd Si Aviation Compa- 
ny, composed of 4 officers and 69 en- - 
listed men. 





Fonte 
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SOME "NEW" IDEAS ON THE FLYING TRAINING SYSTEM 


The News Letter Correspondent of the .jed to profit by the instruction he re- 


Air Corps Training Detachment, Chicago 
School of Aeronautics, Glenview, Ill., 
submitted the following "for your use 
or emusement"; 
_ Critics of the Air Corps pilot train- 
ing system who have had little experi- 


ence with training are advancing some’ | 
beautiful theories which the men who 


actually work with students hail with 
delight. These theories and proposals 
are by no means new. They were in 
yogue more than twenty years ago, when - 
dying instruction was all guesswork 
and no science, because nothing conclu- 
Sive had been learned about it. But 
like the old wartime songs, they. sound | 
new today. And maybe, bdecause planes 
today are swift and complex instead of 
slow and simple, hurried and hasty in- 
struction is now more appropriate. May- 
be it would not be so tragically waste- 
ful. Maybe principles of instruction 
that were developed out of such costly 
experience just aren't so any more. 
Anyway, the men who have spent many 
hours grabbing controls before it's too 
late are mighty pleased by the re-emer- 

ence of these so-called "new'ideas. If 
hey are carried out logically and con- 
secutively, the overworked instructors - 
and supervisors of training can all 
take leave and get some rest. ; 

A brief summary of ten outstanding 
provoasts heard from time to time in- 

icates the wimistakable trend of this 
refreshing line of thought which pro- 
mises to make things easy for everybody: 

1. The Air Corps’ thorough, painstak- 
ing, and effective system of pilot 
training, which was developed through 
20 years of study, experimentation, and 
proven results, is just . 

2. Everyone in the Air Corps who real- 
ly — anything about training is in 
a rut. 

3. The laws of learning and the laws 
of human efficiency and human endurance 
do not apply to flying instructors and 
students. Highly technical skill can 
neg at oe oe rush just by 
pu , shoving and hyrrying. 

4. F it takes a man 200 hours to be- 
come a pilot, why not train pilots in 
20 days by flying them 10 hours a day? 
It's a wonder no one thought of it be- 
fore. Think of the time you save, even 
if you can't save anything else. 

. If aman cannot fly safely until 
he has had considerable time in the 
air, then get_him into the air and keep 
him there as op as power ee What 
difference does it e whether the man 


throttle back. 





is physically or psychologically prepar- 


nw 


ceives or whether his instructor is 
trained or prepared to impart instruc- 
tion? No use worrying about proper 
reparation or equipment.  They'11l 
urn up gas and make a lot of noise 
anyway, and it will all look good on 


paper. 

8. The experts may have worked out 
certain maneuvers designed to teach | 
students the fundementals of flying as 
pepiddy and efficiently as possible. 
But why bother with them. have 
any maneuvers at all? Why no qust 
teach students to "fly" - just "fly" - 
whatever that means! If a man can 
fly, then he can fly, can't he? 
And that's what you want, isn't it? It 
sounds simple and is simple - very 


simple. 
- An airplane is less than 50 feet 
wide and 30 feet long, so it can't need 
much room to land. you put enough 
airplanes on one field, the students 
will soon learn to fly formation - 
they'll have to. ; 

8. The present course of traini 


- was worked out -to enable students to 


learn flying as rapidly and efficient- 
ly as possible. But the men who work- 
ed it out didn't know what they were 
doing. Forget it. Dispense with pre- 
liminaries. Dispense with everything. 
If you want a good peg or an exper 
instructor, gust order a man to be 
one. He can't refuse,- can he? 

9. Why bother with training planes? 
If you want a man to learn to fly a 
bomber - give him a bomber to fly. 
You'll soon find out what he can do. 
Only 90% of the pilots killed them- 
selves in the last war, so why not 
turn loose a bunch of incompetent 
pilots now, so they can kill themselves 
off before the war starts and get it 
over with? 

10. Having cispensed with the system 
of training and with training planes, 
and with training maneuvers, t is 
PE aE gs 

airplane wi y ou open the 
throttle and keep it strel: t. You 
Can teach that in ten minutes, and it 
will land, somewhere, if you pull the 
You can teach all that 
in ten minutes, and you've got a pilot, 
On paper, ep te | A few instructors 
gen train a whole Air Corps, and all 
he others can take leave. Is it an 
wonder that the tired men who learne 
about training by experience hail 
these fresh new ideas with enthusiasm? 


—--=—0 eet 
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NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT "GOES PLACES" 


Flight "D," First Photographic Sec- 
tion, Air Corps, based at Scott Field, 
Belleville, Ill., is one of the busiest 
units of the Air Corps photezrenhic 

oups. Captain Charles P. Rollstein 





S in charge of the unit and is assist- | 


ed by lst Lieut. James Setchell. 
The unit, orgenized on February he 
1920, produced during the rirst twenty 
days of December alone 5590 ground pho- 
tograephs, 120 enlargements end 3200 
rints from 230 aerial negatives. He- 
ween June lst and Yecenber 3ist, the 
unit released 2200 aerial prints from 
8500 negatives and made 10,500_ ground 
prints from negatives, 1250 enlarge- 
ments and 3400 miscellanecus prints. 
Plenes assigned to the unit "logged" 
approximately <50 hours of flying time 
and produced more than 200 miles of 
mosaics and napped 4000 square miies of 
territory for the Cort 
other government ezgercies. 
One such mappinz project required the 
otographing of 2000 scuare miles of 
he Missouri giver besin, taken at an 
altitude of 18,000 feet. Another re- 
red three weeks in photogrephing 40 
“improved harbors elong Laxe Superior. 
unit aiso mapped 13,000 souare 
_miles of msneuver area in the vicinity 
of Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, where the 
Second Army Maneuvers were heid in July. 
Equipment of the wit is the most 
modern available. The Kobinson capy 
Camera, wnicn can handle up to 20 dy 24- 
inch negatives, is the largest single 
item. n-addition, there are speei— 
pahic cameras equipped with syncro- 
lash bulb view cameras and aerial 
Cameras. 
The laboratory work. is in charge of 


Master Photographer ‘william R. Rhedes, 
assisted by Master Sergeant Eagene H. 
Ford and Staff a ormage Tart. 


SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AT SCOTT FIELD 


Graduation exercises were held on 
January 7, 1941, at Scott Field, Belle- 
ville, I1ll., for the first class of 5l 
enlisted men completing the 22-week 
course of study offered at the Army Air 
Eps Radio Communications School. 

Members of the class were from 
Air Corps stations in the United otates. 

Colonel Wolcott FP. Hayes, Commanding 
Officer of Scott Field, I11., anncunced 
that twenty enlisted men of the Air 
yorps be a 15-week course at the 
yvommercial Business College in Belle-. 
ville, I11., on January 1dth. A simi- 
lar number is expected to be enrelled 
at the school within a few weeks. | 


orps or Imgineers and) 





| Major James T. arey Jr., School 
Officer, stated that the men attending 
the school would be taught arithmetic, 
typing end business Inglish. The group 
|will reside on the vost. Arny trans- 
pert. trucks bring the students to and 
from tne school. | Th 

Sixty air cadets from ell sections of 
the Mnited. States arrived at Scott 
‘Field, Belleville, Ill., during wis 
'week of January 5-11, 1941, to enroll 
in the Officers' Radio Commmication 
| School. Those successfully completing 
ithe 22 weeks of training will be con- 
-missioned second lieutenants. | 
| All of the cadets are pcr joedlos stu- 
'dents, and they were transferred to 
| Scott Field from other tases. Six 
'civilian instructors are in charge of 
ithe training ani ere headed by Captain 
'E.S. Allee, Air es. 


! SOME DATA REGARDING THE A-20A 


| Brigacier General Lewis.H. Broreton, 

| Commanding General of the Savannah Air 
'Bese, and Major Harold W. Beaton,A.C., 
flew the first A-20A airplanes from the 
Deuglas aircraft factory at Santa 
‘Monica, Calif., to their home station. 
These are sleek, new, fast, light 
'Bonbers, first of the speedy A-20A type 
'te be delivered to a U.S. Army comba 
‘unit uncer the nation's Air Corps ex- 
'yensioa program. The officers who flew 
| the new planes to the Savannah Air Base 
from tae factory stated that they 
handled "as easily as Pursuit ships." 

"Perfect three-point lending" is ob- 
solete for describing the A-2OA, for 
the new ship lands on two wheels and 
then settles forward on a smaller nose 
landing wheel, with the tail of the 
craft high in the air. The tricycle 
type landing gear, which is retractable, 
permits the center of gravity to be 
moved forward, and the tail skid or 
wheel has been eliminated. 

The new plane weighs about 20,000 
pounds, fully loaded. It is powered 
with two 1,600 h.p. Wright, 14-cylinder 
engines. 

_ The A-20A carries a crew of three, 
including the piiot, a bombardier- 
machine gunner, who sits in the glass- 


|; €nclosed nose, and a rear gunner in the 


sigma. 

e length of the plane is 58 feet, 
and its wing span, 63 feet, It is of 
all-metal construction and is equipped 
with all the latest devices. . 

The A-20A was designed to combine the 
best features of the Attack airplane -.-. 
and of a light, fast bomber, taking 
advantage of the lessons which have 
been learned abroad. 
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MOVING A FLYING SCHOOL IN IS°"RD TIMa. 
"Gentlemen, General Harms, Commanding 


the West Coast Air Corps Traini 


ho 


ter, has issued orders that 'B! 

will Mg ely 4 operate at Bakersfield, 
Calif," oe Colonel E.B. Lyon, Com- 
manding Officer at Moffett Field, 


Calif., when he called the members of 
his staff into conference at 2:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. . 

"As you are aware," continued Colonel 
Lyon, "the seasonal rains here at Mof- 
fett Field have rendered. both the main 
airdrome and the auxiliary fields un- 
safe for student solo flying. Therefore, 
it would be impossible to complete the 
basic curriculum of seventy hours of 
7 ving, time by the deadline, February 
7, 1941. After careful consideration, 
it has been deemed advisable to move 

B' St to Bakersfield, Calif., where 
the fl ing conditions are more satisfac- 
tory at this particular time of the 
year. We are faced with a difficult 
prepsem, for to obtain the necessary 

lying time we mst have our ships in 
he air bY. early Monday =e | 

Januar 3th). Never in the history 
of the United States Army Air Corps 
has a move of this nature that will 
require such organization and dispatch 
been attempted - or even contemplated. 
It will require the utmost cooperation 
on the part of every officer, enlisted 
man and Flying Cadet to successfully 
complete it." 

Before the conference was concluded, 
Colonel he selected Major J.C. 
McGregor to be the Commanding Officer 
and Captain T.J. DuBose to be Director 
of pte pe of the detachment, which 
is composed of the entire instructing 
personnel of "B" Stage under the com- 
mand of Captain J.G. Russell, 129 Fly- 
ing Cadets and the entire enlisted per- 
sonnel of the 79th School S on un- 
der the command of Captain L.O. Brown, 
plus the attendant Medical, Quarter- 
npcee Operations and engineering sec- 

ons. 

The move was organized into three 
echelons - the advance ground echelon, 
the main ground echelon and the air 
echelon. First Lieut. L.R. Hughes was 
appointed Officer in Charge of the : 

vance ground echelon and charged with 
the duty of setting up a 60-tent camp 
end hav ¢ it ready to receive the re- 
mainder of the ground and air echelons 
which would arrive. within 48 hours. 
Lieut. Hughes loaded twelve trucks with 
the necessary equipment and tentage, 
end departed from Moffett Field in 
record time - just fourteen hours after 
the conclusion of the conference in 
Colonel Lyon's office. This convoy cov- 
ered the 265 miles of highway from 


ead ® 


| piece of e 





Moffett, Field to Bakersfield in approxi- 
mately ten hours, and by an almost su- 
permman effort Lieut. fiughes and 15 
enlisted men had all the tents in vlace 
by three o'clock p.m. the following 


he main ground echelon, under the | 
command of Ist Lieut. D.W. gos | 
and comosed of 74 vehicles (nearly | 
two miles long) departed from Moffett 
Field 37 hours after orders. were re- 
ceived and arrived.at the Kern any 
Airport, near Bakersfield, just as the 
first flight of BI-13 type asic 
Trainer sore een led by agi 8 
NuBose, landed on the field. In quick 
succession, te gs after flight landed 
until a total of sixty planes lined the 
boundary of the field. These plenes 
were flown by 3l ee instructors and 
29 Flying Cadets (solo). The move was 
negotiated in just 23 hours from the 
time finel instructions were issued at 
Moffett Field without injuring a single 
quipment , either ground or 
air. The first convoy left Friday 
morning; by Saturday evening a new fly- 
ing school had been set up in a small 
tent city, and the entire command was 
served a hot supper by their own cooks, 
under the supervision of Lieut. Morse. 
At 7:20 a.m. Monday, the first stu- 
dent airplane roared into the air, fol- 
lowed by 59 other basic trainers. Fly- 
ing was under way, the War De men 
schedule was being met, and the Air 
Corps Basic Flying School Detachment 
at ersfield, Calif., was doing its 
Re. in the geet program for National 
fense in the air. 


-——000——~ 
YATFIELDS AND McCOYS MEET AT RANDOLPH 


The hatchet is buried. “he best known 
feud in modern history, Hatfields vs. 
McCoys, legendized in ballad and story, 
with the male members of both clans 
vowing to remove the others' names from 
all census lists, ended at Randolph 
Field, Texas. 

When the lone representative of the 
Hatfield clean, Piyine Cadet Efton E., 
of Huntsville, Ark., reported to the 
"Yest Point of the Air" recently, he was 
assigned to "0" Flight. For the first 
time in his life he met members of the 
McCoy tribe in the open. Flying Cadets 
Leon W., of Seattle, Wash.; illa B., 
of Hlmore, Ala., and Rill, of Los 
Angeles , comrised the "welcoming" com- 
mittee who by coincidence, were members 
of the san. flight. Now bonded together 
in a common interest, that of earn 
their wings and commissions, the once 
warring Hatfields and McCoys have avowed 
that their combined ambitions are tofly 
together as pajobs and co-pilots in the 

ti-motored Bombers of the GHQ Air Force. 
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By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


The Navy trainer bounced to a rough 
forced lending on the desert wastes of 
Arizona. The pilot, a young Naval 
serve Ensig, checked his position on 
his flight charts only to discover that 
he was countless miles from the nearest 
airport. And his engine would have to 
‘cut up’ in this desolate area. High 
overhead the two other planes in the 
formation in which he was flying swing 
back onto their original route from San 
Diego, Calif., to Pensacola, Fla., hav-- 
ing been assured that all was well with 
the pilot on the ground. 

A check of the engine failed to re- 
veal the cause of the trouble. He would 
have to send a message to the nearest 
airport by hailing a passing metorist 
on the highway, just a few feet from 
where the plane stopped rolling. 

But even cars were few and far between. 

As if in answer to a silent prayer, a 
car gt to a stop and a young man 
asked if he could be of assistance. Pro- 
duc a furl certificate which 
identified him as Technical Sergeant 
Q.A. Miller, a crew chief in the 43rd 
School Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas, 
the Amy Air Corps man offered to check 
the engine. The Navy pilot knew his 
trouoles were over. Once again the 
Arry had come to the assistance of its 
sister service. 

Within two hours, utilizing the 
plane's. tool kit and some of the fine 
sand plentifully supplied by the desert, 
Sergeant Miller had corrected the ig- 
nition trouble, and was "Revvin" up the 
engine. A state highway truck which 
happened on the scene was dispatched up 
the anny to stop traffic for an at- 
tempted take-off from the road. 

rgeant Miller taxied the plane onto 
the roai, made a final chec!:, ani turn- 
ed the Naval creft over to its pilot. 
In a few minutes it wes aloft, winging 
its way to rejoin the formation vrich 


had-lanided at Tucson. After gaining 
sufficient altitude, the pene dipped 
in a grateful salute to the Army, which 


once again come to the assistance 
of tae Navy. a 
Contr:ay to the best Army traditions, 
the Naval pilot's name was 
Robert E. Lee. . 
-~-000--~ 


BROOKS FIELD ATTAINS INDEPENDENT STATUS 
January 1, 1941, ushered into the 


S.92 9 68 ow geese 


z Army a full-fledged, completely operat- . 


“ng, wide-awake, Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School. A sub-post of Kelly 
Field since September 11, 1939, Brooks 
was declared an independent post and an 


STRANDED NAVY PILOT MEETS GOOD SAMARIT 
- Day, under the Gulf Coast Air Corps 


| Tr 
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Advanced Flying School on New Year's 


éining Center. 
When Srooks Field wdertook the job 
of treining students, there were twe 
squadrons on the field - the 22nd Ob- 
servation Squadron and the 8th Trans- 
Since that time, -a pro- 
— of advenced flight training: has 
een inavgurated with 150 Flying Ca- 
dets being trained at present, and 
this muaber being increased constantly. 
Under the 22nd Observation Squadron and 
"C" Flight of the 82nd Observation 
Squadron, another school for combat ob- 
servers is operating. The student ob- 


— 


| gervers are graduate pilots of the Gulf 


Coast Air Corps Training Center. 

In addition to starting from scratch 
and initiating two flying programs, the 
field has grown along with the expan- 
sion progrem There has been organized, 
formed, classified, examined in 
tests, clothed, fed, housed and trained, 
the 23rd, Send and 34th Pursuit Squad 
rons; 65th, 66th, 69th, 7Oth, 71st, 
7end, 59th, and 77th School Squadrons; 
63rd end 65th Air Base Groups (Special 
a GHQ Air Force Detachment of 700 men, 
and at present the field is preparing 
for 1,000 more recruits. Brooks Field 
1s quite proud of the progress made 
with a@.limited exnerienced enlisted 
strength and an officer strength of but 
from OO to 143 during this period. 

Under Major Stanton T. Smith, who has 
been the Commanding 6fficer during most 

f the expansion, the personnel is 

ooKine forward with confidence and an- 
ticipation to its new responsibilities 
as the "Air Corps Advanced Flying - 
School, Brooks Field, Texas." 


-——-O a 


ds 


TENTH PURSUIT WING ORGANIZED 


The ig, Teoaicts gg aap activation of 
the 10th suit Wing at Hamilton Field, 
Calif., was. effected on phen? | 16, 
1941, with Brigedier General Millard F. 
Harmon assuming-command. Members of the 
Winz ‘staff were announced as follows: 

Colcuel Ross Gi Hoyt, Executive Offi- 
cer er.i S-3; Captains Harry L. Wickman, 
S-1; George D. tings, 52; Bruce 
Campbell, Adjutant, and Charles G.Kirk, 


Components of the 10th Wing include 
the following units: Head ers and 
Head yers Squadron; 20t Pupsut 
Group (F); 35th Pursuit Group (Int.); 
45th Air Base Group (R); and 17th 
Transport Squadron. 

- Colonel Hoyt, who commanded the 20th 
Group before accenting his Wing staff 
was replaced as Group Com 
mander by Lieut. Colonel Ira C. Eaker , 
who recently reported from the Office 
of the Chie 


of the Air Corps. 
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Randolph Field, Texas. 
si gtt trips around the world at the 
ous or, with enough left over to fly 
) 


Delhi, India, are rogers every fly- 

ing at Randolph Field, Texas, an 

inspection of the records at the "West 

Foint of the Air" revealed. With 850 
Flying Cadets now enrolled in the basic 

ag of their training, approximately 
500 hours are flown ly. 

A new hours aloft record was esteb- 
lished for 1940 when more than 202,700 
flying hours were logged, equal to_more 
than 1200 trips around the world. Field 
officials believe that this figure will 
be increased more than fifty percent 
during the possess year as the expan- 
sion pilot training program reaches its 
production peak level. 


Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field,Tex. 
~ During ths wes orf Jenuary I3-IS, in- 
clusive, the 196 re a Cadets of Class 
41-A, stationed at Kelly Field, averag- 
ed better than 13 how's of a a ty 
per man. This was necessitated due to 
ad weather earlier in their flying 

training. To ineke up this time, each 
plane available flew also better than 
six hours per day. 

This record speaks highly of the 
Cadets, the pilots and the men who ser- 
viced the planes. 

One hundred nen from the 64th Air 
Base Group, the 67th end 68th School 
Squadrons, were scheduled to leave on 
January 2lst for San Angelo, Texas, 
where the Air pe is opening a new 
Advanced Flying ool. These men will 
She the supply warehouse, barracks, 
kitchens, etc., for the rest of the 
units which will be sent as soon as or- 
ders are issued for their transfer. The 
cooks and _ mess sergeants were to be 
flown to San Angelo on January 2Oth. 
Medical men were to accompany this 
first contingent, moving by motor trans- 

ortation. In addition to the men, Air 
s supplies and transportation 

ph ae were to be forwarded on Janu- 

ary elst. 





Meny of Kelly Field's leading instruc- 
tors have been transferred to other 
schools. This always leaves a place to 
be filled. The younger instructors are 
filling the vacancies and proving ca- 
pable of carrying the increased respon- 


sibilities. 

suneadawtel ly has anybody remarked 
about the way the Reserve officers have 
taken hold?" queries the News Letter 
poche ping "We have several who 


are doing an exceptionally fine job un- 


i 





der rather difficult conditions." 


Southeast Air Co 

~ in the early part 0 @ summer OL - 
1940, the Southeast Air Corps Training 
Center, under the conmand of Brigadier 
General Walter R. Weaver, came into be- 
ing, with Headquarters at Maxwell Field, 
onan Ala., and was comprised of 
the Advanced Flying School at Maxwell 
Field and the Basic Flying School at 

the Municipal Airport, Montgomery, Ala., 
with the first Basic Class from civil- 
ian primary schools reporting on Septem- 
ber 10, 1940. This was the first 
School under the néw Air Corps expansion 
program to begin training student 


pilots. 
July and August, 1940, the 


s Training Center. 





Durin, 


-Basic Flying School was Oxgeesiee 


Leases were obtained from the City of 
Montgomery on the Municipal Airport 
land, from the State of Alabama, and 
several private poreees? owners, on 
land adjoining the airport. <A new 
prison hospital building, which had 
never been occupied, was leased from 
the State of Alabama. The headquarters 
of the Basic Flying School was estab- 
lished therein, and steps were taken to 
provide temporary office space for vari- 
Ous organizations and departments of 
this School. 

_——s the latter pert of st, 
1940, officer personnel began to arrive 
and skeleton organizations be oper- 
ating at the Municipal Airport. Due to 
the fact that there were no facilities 
available at the Airport at this time 
for maintenance of aircraft or for quar- 
tering officer, enlisted or student ner- 
sonnel, the training of student pilots 
by the Air Corps Basic ie ool 
was begun at Maxwell Field, the home of 
the Southeast Air Corps ‘raining Center. 

The first class of student pilots 
(Class 41-A) reported for training on 
September 1Oth and was graduated at 
Maxweli. Fieid on November 16, 1940. 

This class consisted of 104 students. 
Five weeks from the Class 41-A 
started its cae lass 41-B report- 
ed. This class of 164 students was 
also trained at Maxwell Field, and was 
aduated peter pen oe pe en pase 
ough operating under con ons 
were not Sand, we were able to graduate 
the first two classes from the Basic 
Flying aeemed,. gtacapriee! ten days 
e. 


ahead of sche 
At this point, it aire would ‘be 
Air Corps just 


well to s on to t 


what problems confronted us at the be- 
ginning of the Air Corps pilot — 
anh’ 
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Overcome, and what has been accomplish- 
ed in order that this: field could be 
used as a military post. 

There were no buildings at the field 
suitable for ae personnel, and 
barracks had to be built to house en- 
listed men and Flying Cadets. These 
are being rapidly completed, and oy 
Februery 1, 1941, all personnel will de 
quartered in semi-permanent barrack 
Oe atehed beve, He t 

s stated above, ers was es- 
Geutidnet ta the boat iniliinn 
wnich is located sbout one mile west of 
the Airport proper. 

The hangar at the Municipal Airport 
has been utilized for Quartermaster and 
Air Corps Supply. aA temporary control 
tower was constructed on the roof cf 
the Munici Hengar and used for con- 
trolling student traffic. 

The Hostess House, which is a two--'::.. 
story brick building, is being used for 
supp ying office space for the follow- 
ing offices: Sirector_of Treining and 
Secretary of School, Post sngineering 
Officer, Post Sigal Officer, Post Oper- 
ations, and 84th and 65th Squadrons 

neering and Operations. 

0 facilities being available for 
servicing large numbers of airplanes, 
bids had to be obtained from local rep- 
resentatives of various 0il companies 
to supply gas to the airplanes. 

In order to enlarge the field, it was 
necessary to remove a golf course sur- 
rounding the field on the west and 
south boundaries. Considerable grading 
and filling is peing accomplished, and 
the lending field itself is being ex- 
tended to the west avproximately one 
Mile end to the south anproxima gly ' 
1,000 feet. (Approximately 490, 
cubic yards of dirt had to be: moved.) 

Ss néw area will be sodded, and by 
April 1st the entire field will be 
available for use. When completed, the 
lan erea will be roughly 7,000 feet 
by 5, feet. Also, by April lst it 
is hoped all of the buildings, hangars, 

ps, etc., will be completed, when 
the general layout will be as follows: 

concrete mat along the west bounda- 
ry of the flyi field, 200 feet wide 
and 2,400 feet long, for parking and 
servicing aircraft; along this ramp one 
nengar, 159 feet by 300 feet, for shops 
and office space; three smaller build- 

» 20 fee by 80 feet, to be used by 
he school and training s ons as 
Slight and operations offices; and just 
west of this area, thirty-nine 60-man 
varracks for hous Flying Cadets and 
’ gnlisted personnel (22 for 9 va men, 
~5 for ets and 4 for officers); 
warehouses, tele , hos- 


phone ex. 
pital, bachelor officers' quarters, and 
building. _ 
-§ 





recreation 





. It is planned to continue using the 
State Prison Hosvital for Headquarters 
anc. class room for ground school in- 
struction. 

Another vroblem which confronted the 
personnel of the Basic Flying School . 
was that of selecting and Ft eddgretee 5 
auxiliary flying fields. After caref 
consideration of terrain and geograph-— 
icel locaticn, it was decided to lease 
property at Shorter, Ala., about 12 °- 
miles east of the Municipal Airport,and 
oid Taylor Field, about 15 miles to the 
southeast. These fields had been under 

tivation and required a considerable 
anount of leveling and grading to pre- 
pare them fer use. The work on these 
fields hes been completed, and they are 
now being used by tne Flying Department 
for student treining. (Note: Older 
pilot personnel in the Air Corps might 
recall that Taylor Field was a one-unit 
fielc. during Vorld Yar No. 1 and was 
used as a pilot training school.) A 
third auxiliary field, Located ten 
miles from the Airport, is now under 
construction and should be ready for 
use in about three weeks. 

Cne of the biggest problems our 
School Squacrons are having to combat 
is the maintenance of aircraft under 
mst adverse conditions. All airplanes 
are perked cut in the open, and no 
buildings are available for housing 
aircraft for maintenance. Therefore, 
all 25, 50 end 100-hour inspections are 
nerforned out in the open. During the 
winter menths, this has caused our me- 
Chenics considerable discomfort due to 
cold end rain. Maintenance stands are 
being constructed of tubular steel with 
the tops and sides covered with canvas, 
and these should afford some protection 
t». the mechanics. 

By November 15, 1940, work on the new 
construction at the Municipal Ar rpers 
had progressed to such an extent that 
it permitted moving half of the verson- 
nel of the Rasic Flying School to the. 
Manicipal Airport. Class 41-C, con- 
sisting of <Ol Flying Cadets and one 
cfficer, revorted end started flying at 
the Municipal Airport on November 28, 
1940. Class 41-D,of 193 Flying Cadets 
and three student officers, entered on 


January 5, 1941. 
At the present time there are a total 
of 398 students in the unper and lower | 


clesses of the Basic Flying School and, 
since each student is required to have 
70 hours' pilot time prior to gradua- 
tion, this.means that each ten weeks - 
the Basic Flying School must fl 28 ,000 
student flying hours, or 2,800 hours 
weekly. In order to meet this program, 
it has been necessary to fly seven days 
a week from 7:00 a.m. to 5! .m., and 
from 5:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Personnel 
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of this command were not grantedlengthy 


Christmas holidsys, as is the usual cus- 
tom. However, on Christmas Day and New 
Year's Day, no flying was scheduled. 

All other days during the normal holiday 
period, including Saturdays, Sundays, 
and Christmas Eve, were devoted to reg- 
ular student training. 

t might apnear to the readers of this 
blication that, by mentioning our long 
urs of operation at the Basic Flying 

School, we are complaining. This is 
not the case. Each and every member of 
this command realizes that an emergency 
exists and that it is essential for us 
to train airplane pilots at_a more 
rapid rate than under normal conditions 
end, as a result, each member, from the 
highest ranking officer to the lowest 
ranking enlisted man, is cooperating 
with the Commanding Officer one hundred 
percent to help him meet the training 
eal laid down by the Commanding 

eneral of the Southeast Air Coros 
Training Center and the Chief of the 
Air Corps. 

The organization of the Basic Flying 
School consists of Heaiquarters, an Air 
Base Group, three school 2a ate 
Medical and Quartermaster Pie: 
and the Training Department (Director 
of Training, two “raining Groups of 
three Training Squadrons each, Director 
of Ground School, and Secretary of the 
Basic Flying Schisel). ; 

The Air Corps Basic Flying School is 
commanded by Lieut. Colonel Aubrey 
Hornsby, Air Corps. The following of- 
ficers are members of his staff and De- 
partment heads: 

Querter- 


Lieut. Col. 2.7. Hdwards, 
master. 
jors D.D. FitzGerald, L.H. Rodieck 
and J.E. Mallory, Executive Officer, 
Directors of Training and of Ground 
School, ts 06 36 ae 
Captains R.#.L. Choate, Operations 
Officer; R.H. Yise, Adjutant; G.D. 
McGrew, M.C., Flight Surgeon; C.P. 
West, 6.0., Training Group No. 2; J.hi. 
Coston, C.A.R., Finance Officer; W.L. 
Battle, F.A.R., Public Relations Offi- | 
Cer; K.M. Soukaras, S.C.R., Post Sig- 
nal Officer; G.F. Schlatter, C.0., 
French,C.0., 


aarening Grow No. 1; R.J. 

84th School Squadron; D.I. Moler and 
H.F. Muenter, C.0., Training Squadrons 
Nos. 1 and 2, resnvectively; J.E. Blair 


and V.C. Freudenthal, C.0., 85th and 


86th School § ons, respectively; 
C.E. Stiven, ©.0., 56th Air Base Squad- 
ron. 


Lieuts. A.O. Lerche, W.H. Councill, 
Cy Wilson and J.C. McGehee, C.0., Trein- 
ing Squadrons los. 5, 4, 3 and 6, re- 
speck rere: F.F. Smith, Technical In- 
gpesvar 4. Gould, Post ineering 





ona 





J.W. Clark, W.J. White, and =.M.Plamche, 
Inf. Res., C.0., Hars. and Hors. Squad: 
ron, Unit Personnel Officer, Transnorta- 
tion. Officer, Post Uxchange Officer and 
Provost Marshal, respectively; J.R. 

mn, Commandant of Cadets; J.T. Fitz- 
water, Post Weather Officer; %.@.. Soper, 
Air Corps Sunoly Officer; D.McL. Wright, 
Assistant Adjutant. Except as other- 
wise noted, the versonnel listed above 
are Air Corps officers. 

In closing, we would like to take . 
this opportunity, through the medium of 
the Air Corps News Letter, to express 
our appreciation to Colonel F.E. Gallo- 
way, Commanding Officer of Maxwell . 
#leld, and his staff, for the snlendid 
cooperation and help they rendered this 
School during the period of our opera- 
tion at Maxwell Field. ‘Without their 
help it would have been impossible for 
us to accomplish our mission. 


Cal-Aero_ Academy. 
With o05 new Flying Cadets reporting 
to its training centers at Ontario, 
O:mard and Glendale, Calif., Cal-Aero 
Academy received its all-time high 
class when members of Class 41-F report- 
ed. Of the above number, 220 Cadets are 
at the Ontario plant, 46 at Oxmard and 
3° at Glendale. ‘With 231 men of Class 
41-5 also at Cal-Acro, 536 Cadets in 
all are now under instruction. 





The construction of additionel build- 
ings woich will triple the size of Cal- 
Aero Acadasy's model training center at 
Ontario, Calif.,will be completed by 
late January, according to an announce- 
ment by Major C.C. Moseley, operator of 
Cal-Aero. 

The completed plant will have 25 huge 
perme buildings, with facilities 

or 709 Flying Cadets. Hlaborate bar- 
racks provide a room for each two. 
Cadets, with bath between each pair of 
rooms, thermostatic control of heat, 
and wells packed with four inches of 
Sawiust to insure coolness in summer 
end wermth in winter. 

fs a Generel Davenport Johnson, 
Assistant to the Chief of the Air Corps, 
in cherge of Training and Operations, 
and Srigedier Gener Henry W. Harms, 
Commanding General. of the Vest Coast 
Air Corps Training Center at Moffett 
Field, early in vauneey cenducted their 
first inspections of tne Air Corps 
Training Detachments at Cal-Aero Aca- 
demy's three bel coe pay. at Onta- 
rio, Omard and Glendale, Calif. 

Declaring that the successful results 
of the pilot training program indicate 
that pilots will be turned out as fast 
or faster than airplanes are produced 
for them to fly, General Johnson added 
. V-8728, A.C. 
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that the program's "customers," the tac- 
tical units of the service, ar to 
be well pleased with the first of the 


program's products. He elso told news- 
ermen that vilot training is well on 


schedule and is working out entirely in 
accordance with the plans of its spon- 
sors. 

Hi ters of the flying instruction 


division division of the Cal-Aero Aca- 
7 were transferred from that organi-~ 
zation's Glendale headquarters to its 
huge new Ontario training center late 
in January. 

Hereafter, Captain Harry C. Claiborne, 
Director of Flying, and his staff, will 
direct the work of Cal-Aero's 169 in- 
structors from the Ontario center. 
Moffett Field, Calif. 

During tue past several weeks ,Moffett 
Field, headouarters for the West Coast 
Air Corps Training Center, was the 
scene oi several announcements regard- 
ing important changes bearing on the 
Air Corps vilot training eee. Al- 
most of equal importance from a news 
standpoint were these two revelations: 
the establishment of a new "reception 
center" for all West Coast Flying 
Cadets, and the establishment of two 
new basic flying schools neer FPakers- 
field, Calif. —~ 

The "reception center" will initiate 
a new method of "processing" the Air 
Corps' potential pilots for, prior to 
beginning their vrimery training at one 
of the civilian elementary flying 
schools, they will come to Morfevt 
Field or one of two other :fieids to be 
established in the southwest and gulf 
areas. According to Brigadier General 





qeary W. Harms, commending the West 
Coast Air Coros Training Center, who 
ounced the 


pert: tne expenditure of 
,OOO will te necessary for the 
reception center." ‘ 
Under the new plan, accepted Flying 
Cadets will be ordered to report for a 
four-week training period at Moffett 
Field, where uniforms will be issued to 
them and where they will be vaccinated, 
inoculated and otherwise adjusted to 
Army life, so that they will have a 
~ess difficult time while at school. 
They will be er the fundamentals of 
military drill, lectures on military 
courtesy and a certain amount of class- 
room work on gah pecss closely related 
‘o their future training. They will re- 
ceive some athletic work, and aphysical 
te-check to assure their bei n per- 
sect sical condition. At the end of 
the four weeks, they will be sent in 
groups to the various Spenetiery flying 
schools in Southern California to begin 
their Flight training. 





~10- 





_In command of the Reception Center . 
will be Major A.W. Robertson, A.C., as- 
Sisted by 16 officers and 15 civilian 
instructors. Buildings to be erected 
for the Center, all o age rare frame 
construction, include an administration 
bailding, 16 barracks, one mess hall, 
two day rooms, one recreation building, 
six school buildings, one service club, 
One clothing issuc room, and a large 
gymasium. Construction is to be start- 
ed shortly, and the buildings are ex- 
pected to be completed by March 15th. 

Major Robertson, a World War veteran 
end a greduate of the U.S. Military 
Acedery_ in 1914, started flying train- 
ne in 1916 and went overseas in August, 
1917. In October, 1918, he returned to 
the United States and served successive- 
ly at Ream end Rockwell Fields; command- 
ed Mather Field at Sacramento, Calif.; 
commanded the 9lst Aero os on 
Mexicen Border patrol, and then served 
as Assistant Professor of Military. 
Science and Tactics at the University 
of California. He retired from active 
duty in June, 1922. On January l, 1941, 
he wos called back to active duty and 
ee at Moffett Field. He has the 
Order of the Purple Heart, Legion of 
Honor, and Victory Medal with three 
stars. 

Acccrding to a recent announcement by 
Brigadier General Henry W. Harms, com- 
mandinz the West Coast Air Corps Train- 
ing Ceater, arrangements for leasing two 
larze sites for basic flying schools 
were made and approval thereof is await- 
we the signature of the Secretary of 
Nar. 

The fields will operate as units of 
the West Coest Air Corps Training Cen- 
ter, under the local headquarters. 
Cadets will be given their basic train- 
ing there, just as they are at Moffett 
Field, after completing their ten-week 
training period at one of the nine 
Civilian primary schools. From there 
they will go_to one of the advanced 
FE kg schools, gradvation from which 
will mean their wings and a commission 
as second lieutenent in the Air Corps 
Reserve. 

The areas of the fields themselves 
will be Ce george: Age: same as 
Moffett Field, but the personnel will 
be larger, as it is anticipated that 
350 Cadets will be in continuous at- 
tendence_as compared with the 250 at 
iioffett Field under the present set-up. 
The new fields will have three school 
squadrons,as against two at Moffett — 
Field, for the maintenance of the Train- 
ing planes. In addition, there will be 


the usual base headquarters squadron, 
Quartermaster and Medical units and 
other small detachments at the field. A 
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radio transmitter, which will serve all 
of the Army units in the Bakersfield 
area, will also be installed. . . 
The sites were selected by the Air 
Corps after a survey made by local of- 
ficers, under the direction of General ’ 
Harms, who is charged with the expan- 
Sion of the pilot training program on 
the West Coast. Inspections were made 
gt several sites in Southern ‘California, 
evada, and Arizona, where weather con~ 
ditions are most conducive to flying 
the year round. The locations of the 
Other schools, which will be activated 
under the exnansion, have not. yet: béen 
announced. . we waren "a 


The Air Mail pilots used to have a 
slogan: “Neither snow nor rain: nor heat 
nor. dark of night shall stay these 
couriers in the swift completion of 
their appointed rounds." “Some such slo- 
an sheuld be written for the West 

Coast Air Corps Training Center, ‘com- 
manded by General Harms. 

The Santa Clara bee gf in the heart 
of which Moffett Field 1s located, ex- 
perienced its worst winter in over 47 
years. Late in November, grounds fogs 
set in and lasted for about five days, 
during which flying operations for 
Class 41-B were abet od hampered. Then 
followed during Decewber the heaviest 
rainfall ever recorded in this valley. 

However, in the face of these condi- 
tions, by flying Saturdays and Sundays, 
the class managed to secure 65 hours 
and 45 minutes of the 70 hours required 
for graduation and, in addition, estab- 
lished a new high record for Air Corps 
training. | 

During this period of inclement . 
weather, the Director of Training de- 
cided to intensify the ground work, so 
that. when: clear days prevailed a maxi- 
mum amount or time could be spent: in’ 
the air. The Cadets attended their aca- 
demic courses throughout the ; the 
huge hangar was cleared of airplanes 
in the center, and this space was de- 
voted to military training. . These | 

ges in the schedule enabled the 
Cadets to complete their ground work: 

As there seemed to be no indication 
of the weather clearing, Colonel E.B. 
Lyon, Commandant of the School, dis- 

atched a board of officers to. survey 

he conditions around the countryside 
Over a radius of several hundred miles. 
They reported that Bakersfield, Calif. , 
seemed to offer the best ae yine 

On January 11, 193 Flying Cadets, 47 © 
instructors, 60 aes and the Ane 
School Squadron Gis officers and men 
were pak. page to Bakersfield by truck 
end airplane, and an emergency camp was 
established at the Kern County Airport, 
‘some 200 miles south of Moffett Field, 


} tude fli 





of the San Joaquin ‘Valley... 
During the stay of this class at 


‘| Moffett: Field; -a total’ ‘of 3,439 hours — 


nd lo minutes of flying time was accu- 

miated.. The total dual time was. 2,285 
hours and 45 minutes, and ‘the total 
solo time, 1,155 hours ond 30 minutes. 
The average time per student was 26 
hours and 4 minutes. 
| - Between Jonuarv 13th, when flying was 

started ‘at Kern County Airport, and 
secre | 15th, inclusive, a total of: 
1,116 Hours and 10 minutes of flying 
was accumulated. The total dual time 
was 207. hours and 10 mimites, the solo 
time, 819 hours. . | 

To date, each cadet of Class 41-0 has 
accumulated SO hours and 47 minutes of 
the 70 hours required in the air. 

While the Kern County Airport is 
purely an emergency camp of officers, 
cadets and enlisted men, all being un- 
der canvas and the ships being stalked 
down in -the open, ho bad weather has 
been: encountered thus far, and the. - 
people of Bekersfield ond vicinity are 

oine their utmost to make the stay of 
the Air Corps personnel a most pleasant 
one. 

- hen the cadets return to “offett 
Field before being transferred to the 
Advanced School at Stockton, they will 
have completed every phase of the basic | 
training progre 


S 
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HIGH ALTITUDE EXPERIMENTS 


Three Selfri Field officers return- 

ed recently to their home station from 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, where high- 
altitude experiments were conducted by 
the Aero Medicel Research Laboratory. 
Captain 3.J. Tracy, Medical Corps, and 
Lieuts. L.i. Senders and F.H. 
MacNaughton, Air Corps, participated in 
the experinents. | 
- Demonstrations were conducted in a 40- 
foot altitude pressure chamber sim_lat- 


-ing ascent to an altitude of 38,000 
fset. Members of the experimental 
group, each suppli.d with the proper 


Oxygen equipment, acted as subjects. 
The pressure chamber can simulate the 
effects of high altitude flight by a 
rocess which reduces the density of 

he air inside the chamber to that of 
any desired altitude. 

Members of the group were also taken 
aloft in a’“Flying Fortress" to an alti- 
tude of 30,000 feet for a mass test of 
the new oxygen equipment in high alti- 

. Lectures concerning pres- 
ent and future aircraft performance in 
rs Rha flight, effects on indi- 
vi s at hi titudes, and existing 
lnowledge of flights in the substrato- 


sohere were attended by members of the 





located at the southernmost extremity 


Class. 
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NEW PROPELLER BLADE 


A new 
~ me tention of technicians at the 

r 
Field, QO, go certain feat 

ures quite novel in character, is un- | 

der development at present. Although 
the plan form, thiclmess ratios and air 
foil sections of this blade follow con- | 
ventional lines, the method of construc- 
tion is different. | 

The stendard blades now in use fall | 
ro y into two classes - solid and 
hollow types. In the solid type, any | 
load imposed upon the blade is distrib- | 
uted throughout its entire mass. 
the hollow type » the load is carried by | 
the outer shell, which takes such shape | 
as_is necessary to fill out a airfoil. 
In the new blade, designed by the 
Riley Propeller Company, the loads im- | 
sed are carried by an integral core. | 
s core be of ony desired shape, | 
but is usually a forged steel slab of | 
sufficient stiffness and thiclmess to | 
carry the entire loads imposed upon the |! 
blade. One end of this slab is forged | 
round to form the blade shank. Suffi- | 
Client high-grade rubber is then vwulcan- | 
ized on the slab, in a die, to form the | 
nappies airfoil and thickness ratio. | 

v 


eral advantages are apparent in 
Contingent | 


this ef of construction. 

upon close ame loserances. it lends | 
itself readily to spss production 
methods. In cases where blades have 
been bent, they can be straightened. In 
spite of the a bond strength between 
rubber and steel (approximately 400 lb. 
per sq. in.), the rubber can be readily 
stripped off. The steel core may then 
be annealed, straightened, heat treated 
and a new rubber covering applied. 

This possibility is especially advan- 
tageous in blades intended for use on 
training planes, since they are subject 
more freauently to near nose-overs than 
other types. e rubber covering gives 
favorable resistance to weathering and 
ogy addition, such a cover- 

speed impact resistance, 
high shear strength properties, and 
serves to out vibration. 
- Poll testing by the Materiel Division 
will reveal whether or not results will 
live up to anticipations. 


---090--— 


NEW CABIN HEATER 


A gasoline-burning cabin heater is at 
present under test by the Materiel Divi- 
Sion in a B-18 airplane. Basically, 
the heater is the same as that manufac- 
tured for automobiles by the Stewart- 
Werner , and was submitted by 
that company. In operation, fuel is 


| burned within a totall 

| bustion chamber, and the 
ropeller blade recentlybrought | combustion ere dispo 
| the cabin. 
Materiel Divisson, Wright | 


; ture is burned in the heaters. 





enclosed com- 

roducts of 
sed of outside of 
Heat for the cabin and en- 
gines is obtained by passing air, : 
either from the outside in flight,or 
from a blower when the airplane is on 
the ground, across the finned combus- 
tion chamber. 

The unit has a capacity aypeoksmmaeny 
double that of the steam systems with 
which the B-18 airplanes are now equi 

ed. Moreover, the system can be use 

o heat the cabin in flight, also the 
cabin and engines on the ground. In 
flight, the airplane engine vine ony 

en 
the airplane engines are not running, a 
small pgekine engine-driven blower in- 
Stalled in the airplane is utilized to 
Operate the igen 
_ ===-000--- 


NEW MOVIE REGARDING FLIGHT SURGEONS 


Wright Field experiments with high- 
altitude flight conditions and the ef- 
fect of substratosnhere flight on 

ilots end personnel will form the 
esis for a new film planned by 20th 
Century-Fox, to be titled "Flight. Sur- 
geon," officials announced recently. 

At Wright Field conferring with - 
tain J.H. Fite, Public Relations Offi- 
cer, was Warren f, writer of the 
script for "Submarine D-1," "Angels 
With Dirty Faces," "Each Dawn We Die" 
and other well known pictures. 

Mr. Duff spent several days in the 
Aero Medical Research Unit assembling 
material, with the assistance of C 
tain Otis Benson, Jr., Chief of the 
Aero Medical Research Leboratories, and 
was of the opinion that if the complet- 
ed story received approval by authori- 
ties it was probable thet at least part 
4 ae picture would be made at Wright 

ield. 

The proposed movie will be adapted 
from the hook of the same title, but 
will deal largely with the experimental 
and research es of aviation medi- 
cine. It will be precast igi = F. 
Zenuck and Robert McGowan as a hignh- 
budget picture, Mr. Duff stated. 


---0 —— we 


The lst, 3lst, 49th and 50th Pursuit 
Groups at Selfri Field, Mich., will 
absorb some 212 Air Corps privates who 
are now pursuing instruction at the Air 
Serpe Technical Schools, Chanute and 
Scott Fields, Ill. With the assignment 
of these new men, the total str h of 
Selfridge Field will include 3,321 of- 


ficers and enlisted men. Gourses in air- 
plane mechanics, radio operation and re- 
| pair, aircreft welding and. metal 


work 





| 


| are pursued at these schools. 


Pa 
. 
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36TH PURSUIT GROUP LANDS IN PUERTO RICO 


Comments of the correspondents of the 
Squadrons of the 36th Pursuit Group re- 
garding their journey from Langley 

ield, Va., to Puerto Rico, are given 


below follows: 

Sik Pavientt Gunasont iis vomits 
aboard the U.S.A.T. CHATEAU THIERRY 
was a new and enjoyable experience for 
most of the officers and enlisted men. 
Very few men were sea-sick. The offi- 
cers all survived the ship's roll, but 
four enlisted men felt the effects of 
the voyser The common discussion 
among the enlisted men is that Puerto 
Rico is a wonderful plase. The climate 
is excellent and even blankets are in 
order for sleeping. 

eord Pursuit Squadron: The Squadron, 
less Air elon, departed from Langley 
Field on any 2, 1941, for Ponce Air 
Base, papery 3 here on January 6th. 
The op on the Army Transport CHATEAU 
THIERRY was exceptionally calm, the 
weather being nice all the way. 
several cases of seasickness were en- 
countered, recovery being complete be- 
fore the Island was sighted. The 
ron particularly enjoyed the send-off 
rendered by the Air Echelon, as they 

assed _in review pert out of Newport 

ews, Va. Considering the distance 
most members of the S on are a 
from home, the morale is excellent. 
Squadron Commander, Lieut. Frederick W. 
Baggott, so appointed for this move,has 
done an excellent job in getting the 
Squadron organized at the new base. We 
have started classes in Spanish, Mili- 
hary Customs and Courtesies, Infantry 
Drill, Machine Cpnary» and Care and 
Handling of the Pistol. The Squadron 
is look forward to a very pleasant 
tour of duty. 


Send Pursuit Squadron: Since the 
36 suit Group was formed it was 
known that our final post would be in 
Puerto Rico. However, as time went on 
and as new officers and men were assign- 
ed to our organization, rumors were be- 
gun and, until our sailing orders were 
received, rumors had it that we were 
slated for any post that might sound 
like a paradise - if it didn't, it was 
made to. 

The Group was rather fortunate to 
have assigned to it Lieut.: ser, who 
had spent a few years in Puerto Rico. 
The information he conveyed to us was 
interesting and quite a lift to our 
views and morale. 

s and the 


The packing of our belo 
loading of same aboard the U.S. drmy 
Transport CHATEAU THIERRY ended further 
chatter concerning probable future 
posts. The boat was loaded, then board- 








ott . A few minutes later, the Air 
elon gave us a de ne review - 

all the officers of the elon seeming- 

ly outdoing themselves to make their 

passing formations in perfect order. 

The passenger list and freight con- 
stituted the bigpest load ever carried 
by the Chateau Thierry - over one 
thousend officers and men, including 
the occupation of every bit of space 
with every conceivable kind of freight. 
Altho conditions appeared to be 
cr ; — ore — men ps en- 

0 e space for sleep and recrea- 
ite “The excellent cousine made gour- 
mands out of everyone. 

Fortunately, the weather was grand - 
Clear days and nights, with occasional 
tufts of Cumalus clouds and once in a 
while a mild but refreshing wind. 

_ The pilot boarded the boat at 6:42 on 
Mon morning, January 6th, and pro- 
ceeded to lead it gracefully into the 
dock, just about tearing it apart. Then 
came the excitement of leaving the boat 
and fesling land for the first time in 
four s. We boarded a narrow gauge 
railroad that seemed to struggle 
through large fields with s cane on 
either side and finally reac the 
Ponce Air Base. 

Ponce was ey amass Of con- 
struction. wever, the barracks we 
were to have were all comoleted - all 
new and easily comparable with any of 
the barracks in the States, which made 
the men feel quite pleased. 

ge two mess halls have been com- 
rere thus far, with expectations of 

he rushed completion of the 32nd 
Squadron's mess very soon. Our men are 
chatting about an unparalleled mess of 
their own. They will soon be given an 
opportunity to carry out their desires 
in that respect. 

We have been here approximately a 
week and, despite all this construction 
and now the mud due to rain, things are 
rounding out_ perfectly. With the ex- 
ception of flying and the work connect- 
ed therewith, all other business is 
running smoothly, with all the men look- 
ing forward to an excellent tour of 
duty. Lieut. Ramsey, the 32nd Squadron 
Commanding Officer, has done an excel- 
lent job and should be commended for 
his work. 

Hors. and Hars. on: The Squad- 
ron arrived at Ponce Air Base on Janu- 
ary 6th and began immediate work to- 
wards reaching normal functioning. Bar- 
racks were assigned and everything pro- 
ceeded in order until the rains came. 
For the first time in fifty years it 
rained at the air base dur Jenuary. 
Despite adverse weather conditions and 
the sudden in climate incident 


ed, the tug came alongside and we were Be? the move from Virginia to Puerto 
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Rico, the orgenization of the new base 
proceeded rapidly end with a high de-- 
eree of health among the men. Sat- 
urday, January llth, the first passes 
were granted, and we began to see the 
surrounding country. 

The Squadron paraded with the 36th 
Pursuit Group on January 10th before a 
representative of the Puerto Rican De- 
partment from San Juan.. — 

The most popular week-end sport at 
prsment is riding horseback in the near- 
by mountains. Another sport - if such 
it may be called - is trying to speak 
Spanish. % 

--—0 ad 


THE "BIG BUST-UP" AT HAMILTON FIELD 


What. is being referred to as "the big 
bust-up’ in the barracks and mess ls | 
at Hamilton Field, Calif. - orgenizatim| 
of new units for recently established 
air bases - is causing a great deal. of 
interest and conjecture among the per- 
sonnel, with orders on hand to provide 
from existing wnits nuclei for four 
Pursuit groups end an air base squad- 
ron, with stations ai Everett, Wash.; 
Portland, Ore., and Riverside, Calif. 

With no definite information avail- 
able = megan can ae Cg oer b 
ing and apartment leas has dropp 
to the minimum, and the more cautious 
members of the co.mand are keeping 
their barracks bags packed. The most 
popular form of greeting at the post, 
replacing the customary "Good Morning," 
is -Hya, soldier; I hear you're going 
to Portland," which causes a SpE EONE 
to the orderly room to heckie an al- 
ready distraught first sergeent. 

Times are not dull at Hamilton Field 
these s - not with the "big bust-up" 
in the offing. 


--——-0 -—-—— 


D.F.C. TO CAPTAIN HUDNELL 


The War Department announced the. 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross 
to William T. Hudnell, Jr., Captain, 
Air Corps, United States , for 
heroism oo ephayes while pox siolper ing 
in an aerial flight at Langley Field, 
Va., April 23, 1940. Captain Nudnell, 
piloting an ‘airplane P-36A, AC 
“8-6, on an individual acrobatic mis- 
sion, was returning to his station 

descending from an altitude of 
ey feet, the control stick of his 
airplane locked in the neutral position. 
a if ry mpupaonaa vigil 
~ane emage to property and per- 
fepe casualties among the residents of 
the semi-congested area over which he 





was fi would result, CapteinMadnell 
. disregerded all consideration of his 
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own safety, despite the fact that his 
first attempt to land proved unsuccess- 
ful, and rather than risk the probable 
damage his uncontrolled airplane might 
cause made a second attempt, and 
bros, She disebled airplane to a safe 
landing. .The courage, sound judgement 
and skill disvlayed by Ceptain Hudnell 
averted the destruction of valuable 
government property, possible loss of 
Civilian life and property, and reflect- 
ed great credit upon himself and the 
military service. 

Captain Hudnell is now attached to 


Hars. anc Hars. aaeiron 8th Pursuit 
Group, Mitchel Fie a. Lads. New York. 
---0 atid 


MAYO CLINIC EXPERT AT WRIGHT FIELD 


An interesting consultant at Wright 
Field recently was Dr. Paul L. Cusick, 
of the ephthaimology section, who came 
on leave of absence from his laboratory 
av the invitation of Cantain Otis. 
Benson, Jr., Chief of the Aero Medical 
Laboratory at Wright Field. . The prob- 
lem presented cencerned the vis 
techniques to be employed in. choosi 
acrial gunners for the fulfillment o 
military national defense missions. 

with combat airplanes swooping and 
diving in three-dimensional paths at 
better than. 300 miles per hour, extra- 
orcinary demands are made on the eyes 
of an aerial gunner enganed in center- 
ing his fire on enemy targets, dodging 
in crazy tangents at the same speed. 

Cricntation of the problems began 
when Dr. Cusick interviewed a number of 
Wrignt Field armament and ordnance of- 
ficers and was climaxed by a series of 
test flights in which ~mners, using 
tne latest sighting mechanisms, were 
Observed in gunnery practice by Dr. 
Cusick. 

Captain Benson became acquainted with 
Dr. Unsick during a period of study at 
the Mayo Clinic just prior to the for- 

er's assignnent to Wright Field sever- 
months ago. . 
---000--- 


SETTLING DOWN? 


After having traveled 250 miles 

roundward in 389 parachute jumps, 
William H.- (Bill) Cook, 30, of Los 
Angeles, has decided to settle down to 





| earth. : 


Coox recently enlisted in ng a 


Air Corps and was assigned to Rando 


Field, Texas. Private Cook has com- 
pices bis-pecset processing and has 
een assigned to a school +O prepare 

8 


‘him for his. future duties. 


learning how to pack 


a parachute. - 
strange as it. seems. 
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-BREVITIES FROM HERE AND THERE 
The 64th Air Base Group (Special), 


the 67th and 68th School §$ 
make a 


. ons will 
ermanent change of station from 
Kelly Field, Texas, to San 
in the near future. , 

The three units have a total strength 
of approximately 1,000.officers and en- 
listed men. Movement will. be made by 
motor and rail. An advance detachmen 
of at least one officer. and approximate- 
ly 100 enlisted men from these units 
will be moved. to Sen lo, Texas, as 
soon as possible, and the remaining 
troops one week later. 
Curtiss-Wright Technical Institute at 
Glendale, Calif., currently training _ 
some 600 Air Corps enlisted men as me- 
chanics and sheet metal workers, 
achieved the distinction of TenpEine 
America's largest school of its kind in 
January, when Major C,C. Moseley, owner 
of the Institute, announced an enroll- 
ment of 2,044 students.’ Nearly 1500 
civilians are studying. aeronautical en- 
gineering and master airplane mechenics 
alongside the Army contingent of stu- 
dents. 

Master Sgt. Robert Miller, of the 
36th Bombardment Squadron Detachment, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, was_a visitor at 
Middletown Air Depot, Olmsted Field, 
Pa., during January, vacationing from 
the frigid Alaskan weather - 46 velow 
in December. He called on Lieut. Col. 
George G. Srenaeys under whom he once 
served. Sgt. iiiller is assisting in 
experiments at Ladd Field with cold 
weather operating equipment. 

t is true; mosquitos get as big as 
horseflies during the short Alaskan sun- 
mer," Sgt. Miller reported. 

The downtown recreation center, donat- 
ed to the soldiers of Hamilton Field by 
the people of San Raphael, Calif., is 
proving a great success, with an aver- 
age of 75 enlisted men daily availing 
themselves of its facilities. New 
Se Poy is being added each week, and 
the latest development is the formation 
of a dramatic club, jointly sponsored 
by the center end the Post Morale Offi- 
cer, which plans to present one show a 
month. | 

Hostesses from various women's organ- 
izations are on duty every night, dis- 
pensing refreshments and, when necessa- 
ry, providing a fourth hand at bridge. 

The 29th Bombardment Group, MacDill 
Field, Tampa, Fla., at last can display 
its colors, with the appaarenee of a 
a Insignia, originated and designed 
by the Group Commander, Lieut. Colonel 
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Angelo , Texas ,| Fl 








Vincent J. Meloy. The Group motto is 
Power for Peace." 

_ January 14th became. a red letter day 
in the history of MacDill Field, it got 
a., as General Clarence L. Tinker 
the honor of being the first man to 
land an airplane on the field's immense 
runways. An aerial review took place 
over the field, after which the Bombers 
landed to permit their crews to witness 
the dedication exercises, to which — . 
prominent civic leaders of Tampa had 
been invited. 

Fatigue details at MacDill Field have 
been busy daily landscaping the area 
Ooccunied by the 6th Bombardment Scuad- 
ron. Evergreens have been planted on 
the front lawn, and the area is ranidly 
assuming the appearance of a well-kept 
manor, The men are proud of their home, 
and each squadron is trying to outdo 
the other in the beautification of their | 
barracks area. | 

The 26th Air Base Group at Westover 
Field, Chicopee Fells, Mass., has been 
formed into s ns - 36th Materiel, 
eoth Air Base end Headquarters, the 
resvective commanding officers being 
Captains James N.C. Bossidy, Morris J. 
Brummer and lst Lieut. James A. Miller. 
Major John R. Drumm is Commanding Offi- 
cer of the 26th Air Base Group; Captain | 
Carl B. Dockmejian, Executive Officer; 
lst Lieut. George K. Geary, Adjutant, 
and Captain Dan H. Dye, Mess Officer. 

A new Basic Trainer, known as the 
XBT-12, was delivered from the Fleet- 
wings Company to the Air Corps Materiel 
Division, Wright Field, Ohio, for test- 
ing on January 13th. 

Since the beginning of the dry season, 
the various seacoast batteries of the 
Panama Coast Artillery Command have 
Deen pndersn ng nome intensive training, 
end the 39th Observation Squadron at 
France Field has been fortunate in find- 
ing opportunities to practice aerial 
ppotting in cooperation with their fir- 
ing. is work has been conducted on 
both the Atlantic and Pacific sides of 
the Isthmus. 

_ After 21 years in the Air Corps, dur- 

ing the course of which he served three 

years each in Hawaii and the Philip- 

pines, Master Set. George H. Fisher, 2d 
bservation Squadron, Lowry Field, Den- 

ver, Colo., was ordered to active duty 
as a second lieutenant and assigned as 


instructor of © armas: he at Ran- 
dolph Field, Taxas. Daring he course 
of his service in the Air ti Lie.tt. 
(Continued on Page 17 
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INCREASED AREA FOR WRIGHT FIELD 


Wright Field, alon 
Air Corps activities, has seen tremen- 
dous expansion of personnel and_build- 
ing since the National Defense Frogram 
was initiated. An expansion of area is 
elso to take place in the near future 
which will double its present size. 

The first legel steps toward the pur- 
chase of avproximately 745 acres of 
farm and suburven lend immediately sur-. 
rounding the present field were taken 
on January 10, 1941, when Mr. Eugene 
Mayl, special meer | for the. Depart- 
ment of Justice, filed a "declaration 
of taking" in the United States Dis- 
trict Court at Cincinnati before 
Federal Judge John H. Druffel. The de- 
claration entitles the Government to 
immediate possession of the land. 

_ Mr. Mayl placed a check for $254,910 
in escrow with tne court, to be naid to. 
the owmers of the 23 parcels of lund in- 
Cluded_in the addition to the field. 
Judge Druffel set January 20th as a date 
for a hearing of any protests on the 
amounts prorated to the property owners 
for their property. 

According to Lieut. Colonel Lester T. 
Miller, Conmending Officer of Wright 
Field, the addition will increase: the 
eeeent flying field, making a total 

Lying area of enproximately 1200 to 
1 acres. Present occuvants of the 
iand will be asked to vacate their pro- 
perties by about April ist, when the 
work of grading, draining and fencing 
the new addition will begin. . 

First construction work on the new 
land will be a huge north-south runway, 
extending thro both the new land and 
the present flying field for a distance 
of 9,000 feet. The runway will proba- 
bly be the longest in the world when 
completed. 7 

A runway. of this length has been made 
Necessary because of the increase in: 
Size of new Bombers with-which Wright 
Field is experimenting. The Douglas 

19, now near completion, has a 

spread of 2l¢ feet. A rmimway of 

extraordinary length will be required 
for obtaining data on landing and take- 
off performance of Laie airplanes, and 
the increased flying field area for the 

thering of large numbers of aircraft 

Or special missions. 


---000--- 


BUILDING PROGRESS AT PATTSRSON FIELD 


_ Award for the building of a permanent 
aospital for Patterson Field was e€ 
on January 16th, and,with work to begin 
in ten days' time, this much needed 
building will be at last under way. The 


award wes made +o Ogden and Dougherty, X 


with all other .-| 





|of Portsmouth, Ohio, for $210,849. The 
‘hospital is to be a two-story structure 
of hollow tile end brick veneer walls. 
It is to be a T+shaeped building; one 
wing 68 féet by ldl feet, 4 inches, and 
the other, 38 feet by--675 fect. Commle- 
tion is to be accomplished in 245 days. 

The Patterson Field hospital which 
now serves that field and Wright Field 
is an old wartime temporary structure. 
With a great deal of ingenuity by the 
Medical officers, assiduity on the part 
or. painters and plumbers, and the in- 
stellaticn of modern ng ome tf has 
been kent in serviceable condition, All 
are looking forward to a modern build- 
ing, however, which will be in keepin, 
with ees great growth of the two fields 
served. 





| : 
| AIR CORPS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 


Scctt Field, Ill. 7 

| Lieut. Toraid $. Blair, Corps of In- 
gipecrs, U.S. Army, of the District 
Mnrineer's office in St- Louis, Mo., 
jhas teken over the supervision of con- 
|svruction now in progress at the Air 
i\Coros technical training school at Scott 
‘Field, Belleville, Ill. The official 
itransfer of construction activities from 
‘the Construction Quartermaster to the 
Corps of Fngineers was effected on Jan- 
uary 1, 194i, and was in keeping with 
en order transferring all ccnstruction 
at Army posts from the Quartermaster's 
Department to the Corps of Engineers, 
with the exception of the Panama Canal 


Zone. 
eg the buildings under construc- 
ticn at Scott Field is the new mess 
hall in the cantonment area that will 
seat €,000 men. This building costs 
$209,000, and is the second: largest ‘ 
mess hall constructed by the Army. The 
heet ing ynit for this building costs 
ancther %50,000. - : 7 
Nearly 5,000 men have been engaged in 
the reconstruction program at Scott 
Field. Some 1,500 workmen in private 
industry are ee Se on the new canton- 
ment project, and 2,200 WPA workmen are 
used on foundation, road and landscap- 


* work. — 
TBs Cotiie af Bitinwiiis With else iuive 
supervision of the new radio school 
buildings which are shortly to be com- 
pleted. The ether has approximately 
20 rooms, with 42,100 square feet of 
oor space. It costs approximately 

27,000 in excess of the foundation 
that was completed by the WPA. ~ 


Wright Field: : : 
Bids were Opened on January 16, 1941, 

for an aircraft Te RE and shop to 

poe located at Wright Field, Dayton, 0. 
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The structure will consist of two build~ 


ings with a connecting eng the first 
one two stories high with dimensions of 
262 by 51 feet, and the second, 92 by 
182 feet, one story high. The connect- 
ane WADE: which will be @ mere corridor, 
will be one story high and 50 by 53 
feet. The building is to be erected on 
the hill in the generel vicinity of the 
new wind tunnel. It will be of structu- 
ral steel with reinforced concrete and 
brick walls. 

Selfridge Field, Mich.: 

Writing under date of January 25th, 
the News Letter Correspondent states 
thet with ten days remaining before the 
gp deadline, general contractors 
working on the 3666,000 Army Air Corps 
expansion construction program have all 
but two of the 65 buildings roofed and 
expect to turn the substantially com- 
pleted project over to the Army on 
schedule. 

Furnaces have been installed in all 
but 11 buildings, and wiring is practic-) 
ally complete in 61 of the new Air Corps) 
barracks, supply, operations, shool, | 
mess, recreation and hospital buildings | 
which have been under construction since 
November 4, 1940. From a penk or about | 
600 men, the workings force has been re- ! 
duced to 350. 

As the Selfridge Field expansion job | 
draws to a close, the zenerel contrac- | 
tors will turn their attention nearby | 
to the 407,000 Selfridge Ficld- Mt. | 
Clemens ages vroject for married non-| 
comnissioned officers which was schodul- 
ed to get under way on J 
This cost-plus job is under 
Works Administration. 





| 


anuaery 27th. 
the Federal 


Savannah, Ga., Air Base: | 

(i January 18, I94l, the three Grouns | 
and attached units stationed st this 
air base completed the transfer fron 
tents to navarery oarracks. This was 
a welcome change for ail concerned. 

According to the News Letter Corres- 
pendent . the Sevannah Air Fase is the 

irst completed in the United States 
under the expansion program. - The han- 
gers and some of the buildings will not 
be ready before February, rut barracks | 
and essential yomonne:, p were ready on | 
January lst, a mere 90 days after 
8round was broken. 

Despite the speed of meeting a rush 
schedule that called for 'round-the- 
clock shifts, buildings at the air base 
are designed to last for many years end 
contain many comforts not seen in the 
World War. 











' band concert will be heard. 





eral of the Air Base; Major Michael 
Grimaldi, Constructing Quartermaster in 
charge of building the project, and 
civic officials are collaborating on 
the arrangements. 

Certain portions of the Air Base will 
be open for pubj.ic inspection during 
the afternoon of February 5th, and a 
Anpropri- 
ate speeches are planned. The comple- 
tion of the $3,000,000 project is ex- 
pected to attract national attention. 

The air base is a complete commnity, 
with water system, paved streets, sews. 
age disposal vlants, hospital, fire 
Station, moving victure theater, recre- 
ational building and other features of 
a small city. ildings are screened, 
furnace-heated and equipped with modern 
facilities. 

Approximately 3,500 officers and men 
are stationed at the air base, making 


up the 55th Air Bese Gr p the 3rd and 
7th Ronubardment Gr a ) ond the 
17th Bombardment (L) Wing lead ters. 


Also attached to the base are detach- 
ments of the Medical Corps, Quarter- 
master Corps, Ordnance Department and 
Signal Corps. a" 


Brevities (From Page 16) 





Fisher made 33 exhibition and competi- 
tive parachute jumps. ‘While engaged in 


| this work he trained in dropving machine 
| guns and machine 


iners. ing the 
Tloods in ‘fississipni and Louisiana in 
1930, he was busy en ig food, cloth- 
ing end medical supplies to persons ma- 
rooned in the flooded territory. As- 
sistence was given the Coast Cuard in 
the wey of droppinzs outboard motors for 
their doats. 

Lieut. Fisher graduated from the pho- 
tographic course at the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School in 1924. He saw service 


‘ with the Canadian forces for 28 months 


as an ambulance driver. 

The 44th Rombardment and the 53rd Pur- 
suit Grouns have just_been formed at 
MacDill Field, Fla. The Correspondent 
of Hors. and Hars. Squadron, 29th Bom- 
bardment Group, states that his organi- 
zation, an intent, less than a year old, 


, 4s proud of having furnished men to 


these two new groups to aid in their 
birth. 
Because of speedy recruiting for its 
proposed. split up into three squadrons, 
he 89th Reconnaissance. n,McChord 
Field, Wash., is greatly over strength. 


S pee program is being arranged for The new organizations will be known as 
the dedication, and visiting Army offi- | the 19th and 20th Light Reconnaissance 
Cials are to be invited. Brigadier Gen-| Squadrons. The medium range ships will 
eral Lewis H. Brereton, Commanding Gen- | be based inland, probably at Pendleton, 


V-8728, A.C. 











INCREASED AREA FOR WRIGHT FIELD 


Wright Field, along with all other ..| 
s seen tremen- -| It 


Air Corps activities, 
dous expansion of personnel and _build- 
ing since the National Defense Frogram 
was initiated. An expansion of area is 
elso to take place in the near future 
which will double its present size. 

The first legal steps toward the pur- 


chase of a aa py 745 acres of 
farm and suburban 1 inmediately sur- 


rounding the present field were taken 
on January 10, 1941, when Mr.. Bugene 
Mayl, special mie | for the. Depart- 
ment of Justice, filed a "declaration 
of taking" in the United States Dis- 
trict Court at Cincinnati before 
Federal Judge John H. Druffel. The de- 
claration entitles the Government to 
immediate possession of the land. 

Mayl placed a check for 9254,910 
in escrow with the court, to be naid to. 
the owners of the 23 parcels of lund in- 
cluded_in the addition to the field. 
Judge Druffel set January 20th as a date 
for a hearing of any protests on the 
amounts prorated to the property owners 
for their property. 

According to Lieut. Colonel Lester T. 
Miller, Conmmending Officer of Wright 
Field, the addition will increase: tae 
peazen’ flying field, making a total 

lying area of evproximateiy 120 to 
1 acres. Present occuvants of the 
land will be asked to vacate their pro- 
perties by about April ist, when the 
work of grading, draining and fencing 
the new addition will begin. : 

First construction work on the new 
land will be a huge north-south runway, 
extending thro both the new land and 
the present flying field for a distance 
of 9,000 feet. The runway will proba- 
bly be the longest in the world when 
completed. 3 

A runway. of this length has been made 
necessary because of the increase in: 
Size of new Bombers with-which Wright 

ield is exmerimenting. The Douglas 

19, now wee completion, has a 
Wing spread of 212 feet. A runway of 
extraordinary length will be required 
for obtaining data on lending and take- 
off performance of aang airplanes, and 
the increased flying field area for the 
thering of large numbers of aircraft 
Or special eran 
——0 


BUILDING PROGRESS AT PATTERSON FIELD 


_ Award for the building of a permanent 
aospital for Patterson Field was € 
Qn January 16th, and,with work to begin 
in ten days' time, this much needed 
boilding will be at last under way. The 





eward wes made +o Ogden, and Dougherty, ‘ 








| of Portsmouth, Ohio, for $210,849. The 
thospital is to be a two-story structure 
of hollow tile end brick veneer ls. 
is to be a Tesheped building; one 
wing 68 fest by lol reet, + inches, and 
the other, 38 feet by--67s fect. Comle- 
tion is to be accommlished in 245 days. 
The Patterson Field hospital which 
now serves that field and Wright Field 
is an old wertime peg peat ructure. 
With a great deal of ingenuity by the 
Medical officers, assiduity on the part 
meh ens pet and plumbers, and the in- 
stellaticn of modern << ang meet ip has 
been_kent in serviceable condition. All 
are looking forward to_a modern build- 
ing, however, which will be in keeping 
with ee ereat growth of the two fields 
| served. 





 =-=000--- 
AIR CORPS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 


Scett Field, Ill. : 
| Lievt. Tornald S$. Blair, Corps of In- 
inecrs, U.S. , of the District 
Mnfineer's office in St- Louis, Mo., 
has teken over the supervision of con- 
struction now in progress at the Air 
Corps technical treining school at Scott 
‘Field, Belleville, Ill. The official 
itransfer of construction activities from 
‘the Construction Quartermaster to the 
Corps of Engineers was effected on Jan- 
vary 1, 194i, and was in keeping with 
en order transferring all censtruction 
at Aruy posts from the Quartermaster's 
Doper taent to the Corps of Engineers, 
Se h the exception of the Panama Canal 
ne. 

Among the buildings under construc- 
ticn et Scott Field is the new mess 
hall in the cantonment area that will 
seat 6,000 men. This building costs 
$209,000, and.is the second: largest £ 
mess hall constructed by the Army. The 
heating ynit for this building costs 
ancther %50,000. - aed te 

ed in 
“Scott 


Nearly 5,000 men have been 
the reconstruction program at Scc 
Field. Some 1,500 workmen:in private 
industry are employed on the new canton- 
ment project, and 2,200 WPA workmen are 
used on foundation, road and landscap- 


- work. — 
“ins Corps of Ingineers will also have 
supervision of the new radio school 
buildings which are shortly to be com- 
pleted. The eet, has approximately 
20 rooms, with 42,100 square feet: of 
L0or space. It costs approximately 

27,532 in excess of the foundation 
that was completed by the WPA. — 


Wright Field: 
- blds were o 
for an aircr 








| 
| 
| 





med on January 16, 1941, 
t laboratory and shop to 





be located at Wright Field, Dayton, 0 
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The structure will consist of two build 
ings with a connecting wing, the first 


one two stories high with dimensions of 
262 by 51 feet, and the second, 9? by 
182 feet, one story high. The connect- 
ang: Wan: which will be a mere corridor, 
will be one story high and 50 by 53 
feet. The building is to be erected on 
the hill in the generel vicinity of the 
New wind tunnel. 
Yal steel with reinforced concrete and 
brick walls. 


Self ri ie] fich.3 
Writing under date of January 25th, 
the News Letter Corresvondent states 


thet with ten days remaining before the 
gp deadline, general contractors 
working on the 3666,000 Army Air Corps 
expansion construction program have all 
but two of the 65 buildings roofed and 
expect to turn the substantially com- 
pleted project over to the Army on 
schedule. 

Furnaces have been installed in all 


It will be of structu- 





eral of the Air Base; Major Michael 
Grimaldi, Constructing Quartermaster in 
charge of building the project, and 
civic officials are collaborating on 
the arrangements. 

Certain vortions of the Air Base will 
be open for public inspection during 
the afternoon of February 5th, and a 
' band concert will be heard. Anpropri- 
ate speeches are planned. The comple- 
tion of the $3,000,000 project is ex- 
pected to attract national attention. 

The air base is a complete commnity, 
with water system, paved streets, sew. 

*e disposal vlants, hospital, fire 
Station, moving victure theater, recre- 
ational building and other features of 
a small city. Buildings are screened, 
furnace-heated and equipped with modern 
facilities. ; 

Anproximately 3,500 officers and men 
i are stationed at the air base, making 





|; up the 35th Air Bese Gr P the 3rd and 
| 2th Eonbardment Gr a ) and the 
| L?th Bombardment (L ead ters. 


but 11 buildings, and wiring is practic-| Also attached to the base are detach- 
ally complete in 61 of the new Air Corps ments of the Medical Corps, Quarter- 


barracks, supply, operations, school, 
mess, recreation and hospitel buildings 


which have been under construction since 


November 4, 1940. From a penk or about 


600 men, the working force has been re- | 


duced to 3o0. 

As the Selfridge Field expansion job 
draws to a close, the zenerel contrac- 
tors will turn their attention nearby 
to the 407,000 Selfridge Ficld - M&. 


| master Corps, Ordnance Department and 
| Signal Corps. 
| ——-090-—— 


Brevities (From Page 16) 





| Fisher made 33 exhibition and competi- 

tive parachute jumps. While engaged in 
| this work he trained in dropping machine 
| guns and mechine iners. ing the 


Clemens arma ting oro ject for married non-| floods in ifississipni and Louisiana in 
Ys) 
i 


comnissioned o 
ed to get under way on January o7th. 
This cost-plus job is under the Federal 
Works Administration. 


Savannah, Ge., Air Base: 

On peesiery i8, I9H, the three Groups 
and attached units stationed rt this 
air base completed the transfer from 
tents to vespovary oarracks. This was 
a welcome change for ail concerned. 

According to the News Letter Ccrres- 
pondan’. the Sevannah Air Fase is the 

irst completed in the United States 
under the expansion program. © The han- 
gars end some of the buildings will not 
be ready before February, tut barracks 
end essential buildings were ready on 
January lst, a mere 90 days after 
ground was broken. 

Despite the speed of meeting a rush 
schedule that called for 'round-the- 
clock shifts, buildings at the air base 
are designed to last for many years end 
contain many comforts not seen in the 
World War. 

A 
the 


cation, and visiting Army offi- 


Cials are to be invited. Brigadier Gen- 


eral Lewis H. Brereton, Commanding Gen- 





mablic program is being arranged for Th 
€ 


icers which was _schodul-| 1930, he was busy aeerany food, cloth- 
) 


| ing end medical supplies persons ma- 
| rooned in the flooded territory. As- 

| sistence was given the Coast Cuard in 

| the way of droppinz outboard motors for 
| their doets. 

i Lieut. Fisher graduated from the pho- 
tographic course at the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School in 1924. He saw service 
with the Canadian forces for 28 months 
as an ambulance driver. 

The 44th Rombardment and the 53rd Pur- 
suit Grouns have just_been formed at 
MacDill Field, Fla. The Correspondent 
of Hors. and Hars. S on, 29th Bom- 
| bardment Group, states that his organi- 
; zation, an intent, less than a year old, 
/is proud of having furnished men to 
these two new grouos to aid in their 
birth. 

Because of speedy recruiting for its 
royesed split up into three squadrons, 
the 89th Reconnaissance. n, McChord 
|Field, Wash., is greatly over strength. 
ihe new organizations will be known as 
the 19th and 20th Light Reconnaissance 
Squadrons. The medium range shi oma 
eton, 


’ 








be based inland, probably at Pe 
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Oregon, and the others will remain on | Lincoln Flying School, Lekeland, Fla. 
the coest, probably at Fresno, Calif., | Mississipp1 Institute of Aeronautics, 
end mcChord Field, Wash. | Jackson, Miss. 

| Missouri Institute of Aeronautics, 

| Sikeston, Mo. 

| Perks Air College, East St. Louis, 

| Illinois. 


The 15th Bombardment Squairon (l)at 
Lawson Field, Ga., has been kent busy 
ettacking tanks, metorized infantry, 


gun positions, end the like, in_ana Ryan School of Aeronautics, Hemet, 
eround Fort Renning, where the Infantry | Calif. 
School conducts demonstrations in tas Ryan School of Aerdénautics, San 


field for the benefit of officer stue . | Diego, Calif. 

dents attending the School. The "Buz- - oiaag School of Aeronautics, 

zing" of a certain hill on a map, or a | Muskogee, Okla. 

troop colum, etc., shows. up frequently Sparton School of Aeronautics, Tulsa, 

on the daily flying schedule and pro-' | | Okle. 

vides a bit of fm for the pilots. Here Texas Aviation School, Fort Worth, 

is one time a pilot can fly oa the tree-| Texas. Se 

Kops without any fear of tae CAA or the Under original plans of the Air Corps 

CCU4s wrath. to by ' up Ehe training rate of stu- 
dents to an output of 7,000 pilots a 

yeer, the imaxirnmn rate of enrollment 

was to heve been attained on November 

30, 1940, when a class of 1292 Cadets 

was to heve started training. Hence, 

there was a steady growth in the number 

of Air Corns students entering civilian 

schools, from 475 students who be 

taeir work in the class of May 18,1940. 

The cless of Jume 29, 1940, contained 

599 students; the class of August 3, 





——=-909--— 
ADDITIONAL AIR CORPS TRAINING SCHCOLS 


Under date of January 24, 1941, the 
War Department announced the awerding 
of contracts for primary flyiag treain- 
ing to the following eleven civilien 
schools: 

Air Activities of Texas, Inc., 
Corsicane., Texas; 


eee omen 


Brayton Flying Service, Inc., Cuero, 1940, listed 89° students; that of 
Texas; | September 24, 1940, a total of 1121 stu- 
Embry-Riddle Co., Arcadia, Fla. , | dents; class of October 19, 1940,1327 
Graham Aviation Cco., Americus, Ga. | students. 


Lou Foote Flying Service, Stamford,Tex| . However, before the maximum trainin 
Oklahoma Air College, Inc., Oklahoma rate under the program to produce 7, 


City, Okla. pilots a year hed teen realized, the 
Palo Alto Airport, Inc., King City, Air Corns launched its 54-group expan- 
Calif. sion program, which required the immne- 
Pine Bluff School of Aviation, Pine | diate enlargement of training facili-: 
Bluff, Ark. ties. While an increase in tue nunber 
Rankin Aeronautics Academy, Inc., of civilian schools participating in 


Tulare, Calif. the treining progrem was aclnowledged 
Southern Aviation School,. Camden, S.C. | to be necessary, they could not be add- 
Southwest Airweys, inc., Phoenix, Ariz.| ed to the list immediately, and conse- 


The first class et each school will quently the facilities of rend ay 3 
start about March 22, 1941, end new | schools were given an additional load. 
Classes will enter every five weeks | The result was a rise in the schedule 


thereafter. Approximately one huncred | of 1292 stuients for the November 3O . 
flying cadets will be in training at class to a total of 1430 actually admit- 
each school. ‘There will be 2333 Flying | ted to training. Thereafter, the Janu- 
Cadets undergoing training in civilian | ary 4, 1941, class jumed to 1688, the 
schools on March 22, i°4l. same nuimber of students as are exvected 
These 11 néw schools are in addition | to enter in the class of pope gy 15, 
to the 17 wdgatye | selected schools 1941. And with the addition of the ll 
for elementary pilot training. The ex- | new schools, the training rate will 


isting schools are: surge upward to make a total of 2,383 
Alabama Institute. of Aeronautics, students for the class entering on 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. March 22, 1941. This is the number ne- 
Allan Hancock College of Aeronautics, | cessary to »rovide en output of 12,000 
ta Maria, Calif. © pilots a year wider the expanded pro- 
Cal-Aero Training eperetion with gram. Both the Febru and March 
Schools at Glendale, Ontario and Omard,' Classes are already fully enrolled. 
Calif. Plens for future classes contemplate en- 
Chicago School of Aeronautics, rollment of stucents in groups corres- 
Glenview, I11l. pons to the size of the class of 
C 





las Air Colle Dallas, Texas. 
Darr Asro Tech.. Albany, Ga. 


| 2, 1941. All element flight 
Continued on Page 19 s 
(Continue eee) ao. 


-18- 




















FaRRY PILOTS DISCUSS VIRTUES OF PI-3 


The pilots from Fort Sill, Olda., 
have numerous teles to tell after re- 
turning from ferrying FI-3 airplanes 
from Dellas end Tulsa to points ranging 
from the corn country of Illinois, the 
lake coumtry of Minnesote, the snow 
country of 4ontana, and the mountains 
of New Mexico and California. One pilot 
heading west out of Cheyenne claims to 
have flown beckwards part of the time. 
Fortunately, the wind eased up enough 
for him to get over the mountains be- 
fore running out of ges. Another pilot. 
reported taking 3 hours end 20 minutes 
to fly 135 miles. Again, there is the 
piies who had a forced ianding in Mon- 

ana because of a broken rocker arm, 


another forced landing because of insuf- 


ficient gas (New ifexico automebile gas- 
Oline seems to work in a PT-3), another 
engine failure in ‘iissouri, end still 
another pilot picized out a pasture in 
Texas in which to come down, to lool at 
his oil supply (oil pressure soing from 
70 to 10} which wes practicaliy nil. 

Several pilots indulged in a bit of 
night ha bees in the PI-3's, since in 
certain parts of the United States the 
sun goes down at about 5:00 o.m., and 
it gets rather dark a few minutes later. 
With a eryene speed of forty miles per 
hour and landing fields £0 to 100 miles 
apart, you cannot always land when it 
gets dark. 

It was not determined how high the 
PT-3 will go, but one nilot was at 
14,000 feet when, fortunately, he was 
in an up-draft; another flew at 10,500 
feet for about 35 miles (one hour's 
flying) when crossing the mountains in 
the vicinity of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

The pilots claim that the best and 
most tiring exercise found was cranking 
a cold (freezing och PT-3A when 
wearing complete heavy winter flying 
equipment. If that isn't enough for 
proper exercise, try servicing the 
airplane (PT-3) out of quart oil cans 
and 5-gallon gisoline cans. 

One pilot will emphatically tell you 
that the brakes on these antiquated 
PT's do not work very well, especially 
when he came within inches of another 

tail, on a flying field covered with 
snow. 

Another pilot was fortunate enough to 

ve the upper wing fabric between the 
gas tanks flapning in the breeze in 

ront of him so as to keep him cool and 
ive him plenty of cool, fresh air dur- 
ane the latter part of his trip to 

olo 


rado. 
Nothing is more embarrassing they say 
(this actually ha ened) than to take 
an airplane to a big city for delivery 
and then discover that you do not have 


|livered his airplane to 
' resentative in a cemetery. 





the names of the persons to receive the 
mete ss wah and do not know. at which air- 
port to deliver said eirplane. 

When flying from Rodeo to Tucson, one 
pilot hit an air pocket, and before he 
realized what was happening he was al- 
most upside down. As luck would have 
it. his map went fluttering away in the 
breeze. With no compass and the other 
two airplanes almost out of sight, this 

ilot was in a peculiar situation. «©. ":: 

tain, luck was against him, and the 
other os were soon out of sight. 
However, this did not stop the pilot. 
Whet did stop him was a lack of fuel, 
so he landed in a field near Bisbee, 
Arizona, which is too close to the 
Mexican Forder to be flying blind 
(practically), and 100 miles off course. 

1e next morning it took 36 gallons of 
gasoline. to service the PT™-3 (40-gallon 
Capacity). 

_At March Field, one PT-3 was serviced 
with 12 quarts of oil - the capacity is 
ouly 11 quarts. It is still a mystery 
as to whet Ce engine was using for lu- 
brication. (Ask Yehudi). 

Normally, during hanger flying the 


| individual pilots tell tales about how 


fast they have gone. After returning 
from these trips, there are numerous 
teles as to how slow these FT-3's are. 
One pilot claims that cars, trucks, 
horses and wagons passed him and that 
he didn't mind that, but,when two men 
on a hand car on a railroad track pass- 
ed him, that was too mich. However, we 
finally had to give the prize to the 

ilot who claimed that a road grader on 
he highway below him left the good old 
dependable FT-3 in the dust. Honorable 
mention is given to the Seg who de- 

the N.Y.A. Rev- 

t is a bit 
of irony to think that the last flight 
of the PT-3 ended 2 a cemetery. 


Additional Training Schools (From P. 18) 





training will be conducted at these 
schools. SDasic and advenced training 
will be given at the three Air Corps 
Training Centers - 
he Gulf Coast Training Center 
The Southeast Training Center 
The Vest Coast Training Center 
Through, correlation of the facilities 
of the civilian flying schools with the 
Air Corps Training Centers, Air Corps 
pilot training is accomplished in three 
phases: ten weeks! elementar training 
at civilian flying schools, ten weeks 
basic traininz at an Air Corps Staining 
Center, followed by ten weeks' advance 
Stang at an Air Corps Training Cen- 
er. 
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SATURDAY NIGHT AT RANDOLPH 
A Tour With: The Man On The Ramp 
(& sad, sad story by a bad, bad Flying Cadet.) 


This is abereey evening, and there 
breathes a delightful enchantment in 
the crisp autum air. A setting sun 
lends peace and serenity to the depart- 
a; day . 
am not serene; I am not delighted; 

I am not enchanted. 

I am walking on the ramp and my feet 
hurt ! 
"Tours" is the name 
thon I am performing. No, not the idle 
sightseeing tours of a carefree after- 
noon. Amisnomer. My "tours" consist 
of carefully passe up and down the 
length of an as t surface at the 


ge this walka- 


rate of one hundred and Sveury steps 
er minute. I'm very sure I don't like 
it. It is true the Lieutenant and I 


had a slight variance of opinion as to 
how thoro y a rifle should be clean- 
ed; it is true my originality in the 
matter of filling out ‘a Form 1 has been 
met with quite a distinct disfavor. And 
again, I perhaps misjudged the imort- 
ance of attending formations at the cor- 
rect time. 

But this business about one hundred 
treaty steps per minute - I still don't 
like it. 

A remarkable expenditure of energy. 
One hundred twenty times thirty inches 
is 3,600 inches per minute. That is 
216,000 inches I travel each tour. Of 
course, that doesn't sound so big, but 
216,000 inches is three and eight- 
tenths miles which I cover by my pedal 
Oscillations each tour. Five tours is 
nineteen miles - 36,000 steps. I could 
drive the whole thing in my car fora 
gasoline cost of twenty-one cents and 


enjoy it! , . 
poet would call this a dreary orgy 
of agonizing ambling. That sounds quite 
accurate, but in another hour and _ seven- 
teen minutes I shall be through. Then, 
aa ick shower and, if I can keep awake, 
I'll try ¥p sel vege ame ress of the 
evening. anyone mentions going for 
a walk, I will shoot to kill.. 

It's getting darker now. "The de- 
lightful enchantment" of the evening 
has chilled into just plain darkness. 
There go the last of the cadets to the 
pleasures of the town - pleasures which 
will include taking many more than one 


hundred twent or per minute - but 
it's different with music and a date in 
your arms. 


Very different. 
Early man had to walk. Then he learn- 
ed to use the horse. He invented the 
wheel, the carriage, the automobile. 

And now, with the airplane an every day 
device, a member of the Air Corps 
should have to walk! It's ridiculous, 
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|a retrogression to our ancestors - a 
| black mark upon the very name of civili- 
zation. I don't like walking. 
May each of my steps - 7200 times each 

tour - bear witness to the vow that 

come next Saturday evening I shall be 
not only extremely serene, bat‘ delighted 
and en ted. I shall be in San 
Antonio complete with convertible and 
blonde - and one hundred twenty times 
each minute I shall look back with bit- 
ter remembrance on those dear dead days 
when I was a “TOPaRe Cadet." 

——=—000--— 


PAN AMERICAN AVIATION DAY FLIGHT 
TO NICARAGUA 


A notable good-will flight was accom- 
plished on December 17-18 by the 19th 
Bombardment Wing, under the command of 
Brigadier General Douglas B. Netherwood. 
The occasion was the celebration of Pan 
American Aviation Day at Managua, capi- 
‘tal of Nicaragua. 

On the morning of December 17th, 
twelve B-18's of the 19th Bombardment 
Wing, with six P-36's of the leth Pur- 
suit Wing, attached, took off from the 
Cenal Zone, -the Bombardment and Pursuit 
airplanes flying in separate echelons. 
|The Bombing planes proceeded to San | 
Jose, Costa Rica, and flew in formation 
over that city for about 15 minutes, 
proceeding thence to Managua. The 
Fighters landed at David, Panama, for 
refueling, and joined the Bombers about 
20 miles from Man . At noon, the en- 
tire formation circled Managua twice, 
prior to landing, 

‘General Netherwood, his officers and 
men, were greeted at the Airnort b 
General Anastasio Somoza, President of 
the Republic, and other high government 
officials. ‘“fundreds of Nicaraguans 
goonue in an enthusiastic welcome to 

he accompaniment of music by the Na- 
tional Band. A high light of the recep- 
tion was the parade by the Cadets of 
the National Military Academy, who pass- 
ed in review before the American visit- 
ors with se and precision well 
worthy of West Pointers. General Somoza 
has good reason to be proud of his 
Cadets. ; 

Following these ceremonies, the offi- 
cers on the flight were honored with a 
reception at the Presidential Palace, 
end in the evening they were entertain- 
ed at a delightful varty at the country 
club. Many diplomatic officials were 

resent, and the American officers 
danced with the ladies of the govern- 
ment and diplomatic sets... 

On the morning ~* December 18th, the 
mission returned to the Canal Zone. 


As a token of good will, the President 
ordered the is ce of a 


ontinued on P. 21 
78728, A.C. 


of Nicar. 

















FLIGHT OF ARMY BOMBERS TO QUITO, ECUADOR 


By Captain G.E. WILLIAMS, Air Co 


S, 


Commanding Officer, 99th Bombardment Squadron 


At dawn on Decenber 16, 1940, three 
B-18A Bombardcment pies of the 9th 
Bombardment Group left France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, and headed due south 
over the blue Pacific Ocean, bound for 
Quito, Ecuador. Unlike their counter- 
_parts in Europe, the bomb bem of these 
planes, instead of carrying high ex- 
poorest were laden with crates of . 

resh celery, lettuce and other delica- 
cies for the 17.S. Legation in the 
Ecuadorean cenital. 

Aboard the planes were Captain G.a. 
Villiams (flight commander), 2nd Lieuts. 
F.B. Miller, D.K. Brandon, Staff Sgt. 
G.H. Putnam and Cpl. R.S. Gehle, dr., | 
of the 99th Bombardment Squadron; Captain 
B.E. Brugge, 6th Bombardment Group, na- 
vigator and liaison officer; lst Lisut. 
F.H. Macduff, 2nd Lieut. W.E. Johnson, 
Tech. Sgt. 3.A. Leger and Set. O.d. 
Nelson, of the lst Bombardment Squed- 
ron; lst Lieut. H.J. Rou, Hqrs. Squad- 
ron, 9th Group; 2nd Lieuts. 
C.P. Walter, Tech. S:t. Lord and Fvt. 
lst Cl. S.V. Liljeroos, 5th PRombardment 
Squadron. 

Striking the South American coast on 
schedule, the flight turned inland, 


climbing up end over the cloud-wreathed 


Andean ridges. Just before noon they 
cree: through a hole in the cloud 
be at fina the eats wel Led houses 

fe) ito hugging the upper slopes o 
the valley before them. Exactly n 
E.T.A. (estimated time of ees ep 
the formation reared low over the 
Capital in selute, and then settled in 
on the city's airport. 

Here they were greeted by a delega- 
tion of Ecuadorean Army officers and by 
Mr. Boaz ree the Anerican Minister, 
end his staff. Hotel accominodations and 
entertainment had already been arrang- 
ed, the fliers found. Subsequent 
events proved that no pains had been 
spared to make their visit a memorable 
one. Ecaudorean Army pilots acted as 
expert guides for SO DRERE Pe sight- 
seeing tours, and at the ericen Lega- 
tion that evening all the American 
pilots were presented to the key army 
and governmental officials of Scuador. 

Tuesday, Deceuber 17th, being Pan- 
Anerican Aviation Day, was celebrated 
in true holiday spirit both by the 
"good-will" fliers end their hosts. The 
morning was devoted to local flights 
over the city, the dorean - 
staff, government and legation offici- 
als being guests aboard the Bombers. 
All ‘participants in the flights were 
highly enthusiastic. The airplane 


. Skalily, . 





| crews were. touched with the old time 


barnstorming" spirit. Strange field 
take-offs under “hizh-blower" conditions 
were a novelty to the vilots, but no 
difficulties were experienced despite 
the 9400-ft. elevation of the field. 

A formal reception and ball, tendered 
the American officers by the Ecuadorean 
Air Corps on Tuesday evening, climaxed 
the day and the trip. All officers 
were presented to his Excellency, the 
Presicent of Ecuador, and to all the 
military and naval chiefs, attaches and 
diplomats stationed in the capital city. 
Later, dencing, both in American and 
Zcvaderean styles, became the order of 
the evening, and our officers proceeded 
to uphold the social as well as the 
militery and diplomatic prestige of the 
United States Army - far into the night. 

At 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, farewells were 
being said beside the waiting planes. 
Meny sincere invitations to return were 
extended, gestures Saneny appreciated 
by the flight personnel. The United 
States Minister, Mr. Long, was on hand 
to wive God speed and to say that, in 
his opinion, the "good-will flight" 
was comletely successful. 

Once more in the air, the flight con- 
tinued southward to Guayaquil, 
scuador's main seaport. From there, 
after refueling, the formation set its 
course due north for Panema over as 
beautiful, rugged end untraveled a 
tangle of country as is to be found in 
ell South America, followed by a 500- 
mile leg of open water. Just before 
dark, the flight raised the Isthms, 
split up, and dropped again on its 
home field. 

Official renort?...Mission accom 
plished. 
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Flight to Nicaragua (From Page 20) 
Certificate of Honor to General Nether- 


wood end. his officers, the translation 
of wnich is as follows: 





Ministry of Government Y Anexos 
Managua, Nic. 


Menagua,D.N., 17 December, 1940 


General Douglas Netherwood, 
and other officers. 


For your information and guidance the 
following is transcribed: 
No. 518. The President of the 
Republic. 
Whereas: 


The visit to this country of General 
p V-8728, A.C. 











Douglas Netherwood and other Air oaree 
officers acocupene sae him constituted a 
demonstration of Pan-American solidari- 
ty, representing in Nicar the Air | 
s of the Army of the United States — 

} 





ae 
of North America. 
Whereas: 

The Government and the Nicaraguan 
people have a high re for this 
Visit which adds to the solemity of 
the celebration today of the Pan- 
American Aviation Day. 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

To declare General Douglas Nether- 
wood and the Air Corps officers accom- 
panying him Guests of Honor of the Re- 
public of Nicaragua. 
Release - Presidential Palace - 
Managua, D.N., 17 December, 1940 - The 
Minister of Government — Leonardo 


Arguello. 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Leonardo Arguello 
Minister of Government. 


The personnel participating in the 
flight to Nicaragua are listed below, 
viz: 

_ Brig. General D.B. Netherwood, Capts. 
H.K. Mooney, R.J. Browne, lst Lieuts. 
W.E. Creer, H.D. Wallace, J.D. Whitt, 
end Lieuts. J.S. Pirrucello, H.A. Von 
ae D.H. Yielding, W.H. Swanson, 
D. McN. Peffer, V.E. , L.P. msign, 

.L. Baseler, E.L. Clark and C.L. 
Tinker, Pilots; 

Captain W.R. Robertson, 2nd Lieuts. 
R.O. Good, J.A. Gunn, III, S$.P. La 
Barbera, H.A. Bullock, W.J. Weldon, 


G.H. Hollingsworth, R.E. Kaliher, T.R. | 
Ford, G.H. Kochne, Jr., P.D. Wood, G.A. | 
Beere, R.W. Burns and M.W. Campbell, 


Co-Pilots; 
Lieut. Sol. T.G. Dobyns, I.G.D., 
oe C.F. Gettys, C.A.C., passengers; 
apt. J.B. Herman, M.C., Fligh 


Surgeon; 

Staff Sets. R.W. Wheeler, M.M. Gillas- 
py, J.-A. Samara, J.D. Bishop, T.F. 
Neaddell, R.G. Hall, M. Beraneke, L.J. 
Gamberg, H. Wollam, Jr., A.M. Jenkins, 
S.D. Hamilton, V.W. Zekas, ineers;. | 


Staff s. J.. Morgan, 
aamre i Lydic, #3. Horr, Cpls. | 
, R.G. Franklin, R.R. Nolan, 


1 
L.N. C 
we R.E. Knower, 
Radi 





TJ. Feeney, H.M. Marks 
M:R: Bottortf and A.B. Hodge 0 


Operators; ; 
suit on; E.W. Miller, 43rd Pur- 
suit Squadron, and T. Stancil, 24th 
Pursuit Squadron, passengers. 
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS FOR THE AIR CORPS 


The War Department announced that 
clearing and grading of sites for the 





-~22- 


§ 


V.W. Vail- | 





Air Corps Reception Center at Jefferson 
Barracks, Mo., had been a gin The 
construction program for the 10,900-man 
pro ject will be announced as soon as 
unds are available. 

The clearing and grading work is be- 


| ing rushed so that no time will be lost 


when funds become available for comple- 
tion of the project. 


Fort Wayne, Indiana, Airport 


Eighty-three buildings for recy 
about 1900 officers and men of the Army 
Air Corps have been authorized to be 





| constructed at the new airport at Fort 


Wayne 
Lor, 
The construction includes: 28 bar~ 

racks, 7 each day rooms and supply 

rooms, 6 each mess halls and adminis- 
tration buildings, 5 operations build- 
ings, 4 each officers' quarters and 
magazines, 4 warchouses, one each 
fire station, guard house, hospital 
unit, infirmary, gasoline storage, mo- 
tor repair ett recreation building, 
telephone building, theater, post ex- 
change, Link Trainer, parachute build- 
ing school building, Air Corps shop, 
radio station building; also utility 
and sewage construction. 


Maxwell Field, Alabama 


Facilities for housing 1,200 Flying 
Cadets at Maxwell Field, Ala., at an 
estimated cost of $593,866, have been 


4 Indiena, at an estimated cost of 





| approved, and construction will start 
| soon. 


Facilities which will be constructed 


| include: 


39 Cadet barracks, 6 Cadet supply 
rooms, one each recreation building, 
cafeteria, administration building, 
flight surgeon's unit, infirmary, school 
building, ward, and utilities and tele- 
phone ee ei 


ATR ARMADA IN THE INAUGURAL PROGRAM 


Participating in the President's Inaugural program 
in Washington on January 20th were 278 Army and Navy 
airplanes. After the President delivered his Inaugu- 
ral address before an estimated crowd of 125,000 ase 
sembled on the Capitol grounds and he had returned to 
the White House, iirplanes began appearing over the 
line of the parade at 1:00 p.m., crossing and re~ 
crossing “y groups at different altitudes in the vi- 
cinity of Pennsylvania Avenue until 1:45 p.m, at 
which time the Inaugural Parade began. 

Participating units were the 2nd Bombardment Group, 
3lst Pursuit Group, 8th Pursuit Group, the lst and 
Srd Wing Units, and eighty Navy airplanes from the 





Aircraft Carrier “Wasp,” stationed at Norfolk, Va. 


The entire aerial demonstration was under the com 
mand of Brigadier General Arnold N. Krogstad, Com- 
monding the 2nd Wing, GHQ Air Force, Langley Field,Va. 


V-8728, A.C. 














